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Fivs Groans of the Cnurcn: 


Pcudently F oreſceing,and pallionately Bewailing 


Her Second*Fall : 


Threatned by theſe five dangeroue,though undiſ- - 


cerned,miſcerriages that cauſed her Firſt : 


”1. Undue ORDINATION, 
2. Loole PROPH ANESS, 
Viz. < 3, Unconſcionable STMONT, | 
4, Careleſs NON-ARESIDENCE, 
5. Encroaching PLURALITIES. 


Humbly preſented co her ſupreme Head and Governour, 


The Kings moſt excellent 47 4 JEs TY5and His great 
; Council, the PARLIAMENT of ENGLAND. | 
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The Five Groans of the Church. 


CHAP. Il. 


All you that paſs by me, Rand and ſee, if 
there be any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow ; if it 
& hath been done to any Reformed or Prote- 
S- ftanc Church under Heaven, as it is done 
9 unto me! Onow my wounds were ready-to 
be cloſed, my Ruines to be repaired , my 
Deſolations and Waſtes to be tiniſhed ; when the Barbarous 
was checked, the Licentious was reſtrained, the uſurpers 
were removed , the profefſed Enemies of different Intereſts 
and Religion which perſectied me , wereſubdued', and I 


. ready to ſettle upon the Eternal Foundation; of found Do» 
 Arine, of Primitive Government,of an holy and pure Wor- 


ſhip. of a decent and comcly order, to the amazement of 


- the World,to the honour of Religion , to the glory of God, 


ro the peace of the whole Earth, and for good will among. .. 
men ! behold ! my children are diſcontent, my Government -.. 
is complained of, my hot "ng are negle&ed , my Minis-*- 


ſters are deſpiſed, my pea 


4s diſturbed, and my ſafety en-' 


dangefred. Hear, 0 Heavens, and give ear, O Earth ! What The 
could I have done that F have not done? Have | not tau ht Churches 
the truth of God lincerely. giving Milk co babes, and ſtron- {evſe of 


er meat to them that were able to bear it. and the Oracles 
of God to all in a Language they beff underſtood ? Have 1 
concealed any part of Gods ſacred Counſell from you? Have 


L 


her re- 


proach 
and \(uffe- 


ring.. | 
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Her care. 


. © Chiiftian Religion? Have notT Jaboured that my good peo- 


; ſome tor their ſouls good; in devout Prayers, in holy. Sacra- 
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T not ſet forth with all Matfnet and freedome the bleſſed 
falneſs and excelſencies of my Lord Jefas Chrift , in ſuch a 
manner and meaſure as | received fromthe Word and Spi- 
rit? Have I not adminiſtred all the Ordinances of God faith- 
fully ?, Have I not enjoyned and taught all vertue and all 
grace, carefully recon:mending to my Children whatſoever 
things are good, whatſoever things are true,» batſyever things 
are honeſt, whatſocver things. axe juſt , whatſoever things are | 
pure , whatſoever things are l.vely, whatſoever things ave of | | 
good report; every holy Dry, every neceſſary Rule; and 

every immitable Example; with all the Advantagesof ſound 
Knowledge,powerfull Preachitig. which at once was able to 
inform the weak, to reclaim the moſt erroneous. to reform | 
the moſt debauched, to fatisfie the moſt curious, and to (i- | 
lence the molt refratory ? Have Inot prepared with much 

ſtudy and induſtry,with many prayers and tears, with lon 
education, and di 1gent care, Reverend Biſhops, Orderly 
Presbyrers, able Miniſters, workmen that need:not be aſha- | - 
med, culy ordained, and.called after an uninterrupted and 

Catholick ſuc ceſſion through all Ages, agreeable to that ori- 

gina] inſtitution which was from Jeſus Chriſt, the great High. 

Prieſt, the true Prophet, the ſoveraign King of the Chureh, 

the chief preacher of righteouſnefſe,and Biſhop of our ſouls ? 

Havel nor, I ſay, taken an holy care of a ſucceſſion of Mini- 


f 


 fters about holy tl ings, who might divide the Word aright 


by folid preaching, nag ht waic upon God ſolemnly by a de- ay « 
rout and diſcreet Praying, might convince.Gain-ſayers by '- 
acute Diſputing, might inſtru&:ihe world by exa& Writing, 
might maintain peace and order by wiſe Goyerning, might 
retorm the world by holy living? Hath it not been my care: 
and endeavour to keep up the ſoundneſs, power and life of 


ple might every where have what is neceſſary and whole- 


ments; in powerful Sermons z whereby I delired (God 
knoweth):to preſerve wholeſome and faving truth, to pro- 
mote true holineſs, to ſet up- an holy decency, to maintaine 
the wholeſome form: and power of godlinels, intruth,peace, F* 
crder and unity ? Have not I held forth an holy Light, Rule, 
:n4 Life, in the plain parts of Scripture every where read 3. 

: 312. 
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mm the Articles every' where acknowledged, inthe [Creeds 
-andCatichiſm.every'year explained, inthe; Licirgy con- 
fantly uſed, whereby poor fouls had a plain; eaſe and ſure 
way to'Heayen, throughan unfeigned Faich, ſihcere Repen+- 
' tance, a:Catholick Charity, a devqut humility; a-good con+ 
ſcience, and an holy obedience to God and man; according . 

co the will of God, - unco all _well-plealing?-Doe;not-1 take 
= Care to inftru the ignorant diligently, to condone the weak 

heartedeenderly;.to raiſe.up them thae fall compaſſionate!y, - 
co viſit thoſe; 'that are fick charitably, to relieve thoſe that 
wane. mercifully.co bury my dead that flcep in Jeſus folemn- 
F, to puniſh thoſe-cthat doe amifle ſeverely, to-reftote them 
thac havegane aſtray pitifully, to inlirith, themithat oppoſe 
themſelves :meckly;:.co frame a way of Peace, Order, and 
Communion, (in which Brethren might happily dwell w- 
gether in unicy): prudently, rationally, and diſcreecly 2 O 
what failings'of mine:then have occaſioned theſe impatient 
murmers' which I hear + What faults of mine have raiſed 
thoſe biccercreproaches. which] bear ? What enormities of 
mine have provoked choſe imminent dangers which I fear? 
O-why' is it that ye, who own my: Saviour, who have ſubmic- 
ted to my Do&rine as your Rule, who have partaked of my 


Sacrament as your refreſhment and comfort; O why is ic 


that ye hate and fliſpiſe me, that ye ſtrip and wound me, 
that ye tear! and mangle mezthat ye impoveriſh,and debaſe 
me, that ye make me a ſcorn, an abomination,an hifling and 
aſtoniſhment to all that ſee me, a derifion and a mocking to * 
my enemies round. about me? ” gs 


Alas. all men'of weight and worth ,. for parts and piety, _—_ 
r 

. - Cooſticu»: 

for grace,learning and. renown , know my innocency thas;: gn, 


for jadgement and ingenuity, for conſcience and,integrity, 


far, that as to the foundation, of Faith and Rule of holineſs, 
I have only adheared'ro Gods blefled Word:'as for the Cir- 
cumſtances,and Ceremonies of Religion, I uſe in chem pru- 
dently and charitgþly. that libercy ;and power which | tup- 

ſe is ajlowed here for peace, order, and decency, by thac 


bleſſed: G:.d who is not the Author of Confuſion, but of 


peacezas in all the Churches of the Saints. If we may. believe 
the integrity, of thoſe Reformers that ſetled this Church, 
whoſe learning,; worth,. and piety. bath-been. confirmed by 

J TR... : the. 
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he teftiniony of (6 many wiſe and religions Princes, by the 
approbation of 'ſo--many learned and'reverend'Convoca- | 
tions,by the applauſes of fo-many otherreformed Churches: 
if we may believe the preaching living and dying of lomany 
hundred excellent Biſhops and Minitters,or the Prayers and 
proficiencies of (o. many chouſand of godly' Chriſtians z or if 
we may believe the wonderfull bleflings, and ſpecial graces 
ofa mercitull:God, atteſting the vericy”, incegricy and lan- 
Aiey of my. Chriſtian Confticution for many happy years - 
orif you will believe all men in Exglzxd,who have by oaths . 
and Subſcriptions, by Vows and Proteftations reſojved to 
maintain the Proteſtant Religion as ir was eſtabliſhed in the 
Church of England; who "96 any where to find the way 
of truth and peace, of holinels and happinefs, but in theule HE 
of thoſe holy means, and in the. execreiſe of thoſe divine Te 
_ graces which accompany ſalvation, wichin me profeſſed and 
enjoyed. I know nothing excellenr'in any Church for ouc- 
ward policy, inward cranquilkcy, and eternal feliciey ; - ; 
nothing 'that was pious or peaecable, moral or vercuous, 
ritual or ſpiritual, orderly or comely, or any way condu- 
cing totruth and holineſs, co grace or vertue, to the fouls 
edification and comfort, which was-not by me entertained 
with comperent Maintenance, noble Encouragements, in- 
genious Honours, peacoable Serenity,and munificent plen- 
ty ; In which floutiſhed ſo many years by Gods gootneſle, 
and mans indulgence. : | 
Alas, whatever I] have dome in the ſettlements of the 
Rites, Circumſtances and Decencies of Religion, ] have 
obſerved-that modeſty, wiſdom and humility that became 
{._ __ aChurch of Chriſtin diſcreecly and ingenioufly complying 
- with ober, /pritnirive'and venerable Antiquity” in the © 
Church, as fzr as it obſerved the Rules of Gods Word,and 
went not beyond' the liberty allowed it in point of Ofder 
and Deceney. O you aretoo knowing to be'igno?#nt, and 
. too ingenious to be inſenfible of 'your dry ©'Ged, 'and 
your rc{pt& ro me; wio'was heretofore ſo much loved by 
my Children,applauded'by my Friends, - reverenced: by-my 
Neighbours, feared and 'envyed by mine Enernies for thoſe 
ſpiritual Gifts, Mmiſterial; Devotional and Pradtical, which 
were evidently feerrin me, thoſe heavenly influences which 
| people 
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($23 
eceived from me, thole: gragious examples and fre- 
od: works fet forth by me, the blefſed experiences 
joyed withia:me, the charicable icities- exerci- 
ſed by my members, the numerous Afﬀemblies, the frequene 
Devotions, the reverent Attentions, the unanimous —_— 
munions, the well-grounded hopes,. and unſpeakable com- 
forts which thouſands enjoyed, both living and dying, in 
obedience te, and communion with me z which to impar- 
tial men were moſt impregnant evidences, and valid de- 


monſtrations of true Religion, and a true Church, fetled 


by the joynt conſent, and publick piety. of a Chriſtian Na- 
tion,, He'was a wiſe, holy, and reverend Son of my bo- 
ſome, who ſaid, Thet.in the greateſt maturity. of bis Fudg- 


ment, and integrity of bis Conſcience, when mot redeemed - 


from juvenile Fervonrs. popular Fallacies, walgar Partiali- 
ties, and ſcenlar Flatteries, be declared to the. preſent Age 
and Pofterity, that fince he was capable to move in ſo ſerious a 
ſearch, and weighty a diſquifition as that of Religions; 4s 
his greateſt defige was through Gods grece $0 find out and per- 
ſevere inſuch « Prefeſfus of Chriſtian Religion 4 hath mo? 
of truth and order, of power aud peace, of holineſs and ſo» 
lonwity 4 of diaine verity and Gatholick, antiquity, of true 


5 


char holy conflancy : ſo.be conld not (apart from all 
book, 19a and. prepeſſeſpeons) find in any other Church or 
Church-wayy averent ar Madern, cither more of the good he de- 
fived,. or leſs of the enil he would eveid, then he bad -# tong 
wy diſcerned, ond prop ftrifier ſcrutiny a" —__ 
the free and fermyin the Conflitation and Diſpenſation of the 
Chaych of Engng No where,Gaith he, a © nig.op 
whert {pider Dafiriuslc, balier Morals,jwarmer Devotionals, 
apter Rituals or comlier Cetemanials, 
meet, and happy concurrence of piety aud prudence, brought 
forth [ach Spirituals and Graces, both in their Habits, Excr- 
cifes ond Comfartsy ar are the. Qui + and Life, the Soul 
and. Seal af. true Religion ;, theſe more immediate and ſpecial 
Influences of Gods bol), Spiryt upon the Soul, thoſe joynt Oper a> 
tious of the blefſed Trim, for the Tuftification,Sandification, 
ani Salvation of a 
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which togather,by @ | 


e 'Juſti> 


on blame. my Government, chat ancient and gerh her 
vvernmentof godly Biſhops 3 which is ſo agree Govern- 


able ment. 
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able'to Right Reaſon, 'ſo fuitable to the 'Printiples 'of due 
Order bie.. Policy 'among"men, ſo'conſonant to Scripture- 
wiſdome both in 'Ruſes and Patterns; ſo-'conforme 'to the' 
Catholick and” Primitive: way of 'all Chriftian' Churches 
throughout all Ages, and in all places of the world ? Would 
oh have me; ageinit all: charity, modeſty humiliry or equi- © 
, Rl awaf"from'the Apoſtolical- way of all Famous 
Ztiurchesafid religions Chriftangto caſt off the 
x Tegabvouy, the Bader Fequr, #ec concilirs mn /titut 
per retenrum, & non niſtiautboritite \Apoitolitae 


wer Miniftertaltehferred? bY: (rapal k 
Shelf che Jewi(h®Ctarreh Havethe% 
Biſhops:and-Riters aver”! )er1 


\ , 
Ko orvieringhts One intbdt the ſophie alſo by the&exam- 
Precepr and. DireGionevidensYroud Mile” Lord” eſus Chriſt, 
and the. holy Apcſlesine NeWTiflaihent, w b preferred * 
: worthy peifons for their Piery, Z-al*aikd hoy Gravicy,' to* 
exercle&@ _hriſtiancaititho 1ey Over Miniſters and:pebole for 


* 
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mility, 
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St, Gregary, .the:Learniug of Nezjanzen; the Eloquence 


$20 Churchzepees en-pus | 


Sts Baſal 3 :andithele; who come neexcft:the;Apaſtolical;pars .. 


4 0) 


ter aug cefimble the moſboſany Cheiſtians:or Minitters, 
the Gra&g nad Glory .6f: our [Lord Jeſus, Chriſt, lendea> 
Your. chac. my Biſh»ps-: maybe amang Chriſtians 'the-m 
= faichful5; among Men, the moltcivil  amang Preachers;the 
moſtpzigful; among;Qcataty, the moſt perſwaſive 3 among 


—_ 


Govergpurnthe:moſ maxderare4 a mnongpionsMen,the molt. 
ervents. among Profeſſors, themblt forward'z amang Se. 


vereMen che'moſt_ txaftt ;;am ng Sufferers, the moſt pacie _ 
enc. amtimng Reffeverants-themoſt;conſtint the moſt; come 


z 


every; way.,ond perfect un;o every-good wrk. - Theſe 


peat 
1.cake cars ſhould-heduely. choſen, ould be eſteemed, wich 


honour; avid Feverehced wich love. My,Rule ca then /i 
That they ſhould averscule; wich vigilance, ſhould rule wi; 


$2, 


h 


Xu 


Joyne.counſel. neither levelled with younger Preachers-and / 


Noviceg,zior exalted roo,much-above she.Grave and Elde 


Fo: « P 


| allowcbeſemen an.honourable comperencie, with eminen= 
cle, wherewichthegmay.exereiſea laſgghearc ang} liberal 
band, which mzay conciliace ® general ; elpea; aud-deſerve 
the common Jdoye., My dir: &tion/to them, is, that their ver» 


te and-gices may; preſerve the Atthorigy of their places 


[1 
Þ, 


and thisin:the orders ptace and;digricy of che Churghchac 
\ they. may; be the; Towdhfione of 1 rubs. the Loaditone, of 


Love, the Srardard:of) Fai:h :yhe-Paitern of Holinefle, ch 
Pillars of Seabitir y- anche Centres of Unity ; ſuch asth 


E. 
c 


Erroneous. may bate, the FaGans envy, good men may love, 


bad-menmay Fear. ES2IE 1 
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"2; Gampe blkme-ay. Dafiriae,: 4;proved by: WeRoſerapert her 


She jnfi. 


za DvAr ne. 


She juſti- 
"erh her 
Devotion» 


offered upto ouy God bythe (joino piery of a 
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med, and agreeable:nith lie Primicive Chuych? bm pvc 
go 8,0 nga) Imen therdeayin mg dP mu-i 
gedlimnefi endimortdly lufti. they ſrould {ive righteaufh, ſoberly, 
and gedijiibhedidpraſeon world... | $ 214 "_ wh; fobe 9s. 
- '3.|Doe-Fow find tauk with my. Devotion i the Publick 
workhipat God, by: pra mereaL er ly! aan. Pfalins,and 
other holy)Oblacious ofa Rational and Evangelical ſervice. 
43 Ne. at 3" my childre ny" 
(the acenal ob 505; the\gilniShecie, the CommuniOr atio) where- 
nothing ip exprefſed”av-mycmiindg which 1-: he:nor a- 
greedble with che mind of Gods ſpirit in theSeripture I nor. 
dotknow any parc ofitrowhichs judicious Chriltiarymigtir 
notin' Faith {:y- men; taking theexpreſſions of it tnchat:pi-- 
ous and'/benign ſen which the” Church intended; and the 
ramen Aurinr pens whole compoſure -of my 
Licurgy4s (in iny- judgemem) ſo wholeſgme, ſo com- 
pleat, fo difcreet, py devour, {o wuſeful;.ſo Seonry, well- 
adviſed, thar F- find nothing incche' on -Licurgies com- 
poſed in the Eafternand Weſtern Church, that is excellent, 


. pn 


buc i5:in this of mine; 'and many things whi chare leſs clear- 
or necelfary in them, are better expr or wiſely omitted 
here -' the- whole being (o ordered, as mighe beſt informs; I 


peoples underfiandings, fir uptheir aff<&tions, and. 


their:devotions, in a*wholeſome fore offound words ;ſheh=- 


as Moſes, David, the Prophets, 'and the Lord Jeſus left be-- 
hind them, ſolemnly recorded-in the Scriptures. So ghar 
accordingto the primitive care, I firſt laid down Seriptuce 
grounds 18 the Creeds and:Confeſſions; andithen'Tenlarged: 
and fixed my Eyturgies and devorionsas neatias't conld to: 
the'majeſty; ſuleminey, and exaneſs//unanimity ani} fol- 
ricſs ot publick prayers upon all holy pubtickoccafrons, fo 
plainly, that the devout ſoul knows well what irthouwld de- 
tireof God ;-antl ſo: aff<Qionately, that it-earneftly defires 
init; what it knowath God 'alloweth 5/ and ſo maiformly; 
that-irpeaceably-goeth 'alohg with the gation; with! 
one mind/and/on1e heare 5» the writyi of rþ8 $pjrin-37 the bond 
of peace. 5.4 vi. FAKE 244) t ins 10 = 3$45+511 

4. 1s it the Rices and Ceremonies | impoſe that: di 
you ? Alas I find the God of Heavenwhich-we 
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> AAFARCE LN Shirt dry Spe ne gps NO | 
Mane | edificatien ang joint devationunder-th 
aviour .hath by his: fpirc guid "the 
Ne nde kr of che Apoſtles; ſufficienely manifeſted che 
power.and libecey given the Church, and the Governeurs 
pl ir, fot che-choice and yſg.at fuck: deerme cuſtamcs,; mg 
and.Cen ; (nptas divine inflicurions upon the 
ſciences, bag as humane injun&ions uponithe: Pail). as 
agree with godly manners, andche eruth-of the Galpel,and - 
mg j;beſt ſervefor order, decency, peaces ſolemnity, and 
myxual editicacign of Chriſtians, agreed .upan by publigk 
Eanlenes FP which every nes voce is. perſonally; ar verty- 
ally ancluded. ; 4c's.crues.asche Lycurgy, fo.che Ceremonies 
have lomerhinged ome 13 them.: for to deal gleintpo | did 
freely and-jultly aſſercro my. own uſe and glory what- 
ever ypan.duetryal L found tahave the fampiof Gals 
and, grace, ar the- Churahes widamerand:chaticy: 
I wou & no reful $405: goed gg64 | found:.amongſtrhem, beraulſe 
i- was mixed *wit ſome-gvil,; þus. frying all; things hheld 
CE Iv was gat, beinginzent-uponahe grexc ends 
of pets Sad and chatity, lgerue;4 enjoyn my geor 
e Ak orſhip pf ſoul, i iy br and in ecurh,defare 
Mol 61 Þy1-gutyart.worſbip of! the:/bodyy, 
alonabyc; ſervice. $ta- Gad caar:-nia tc !che 
dE ry _—_ ſignifcanc before m2n, in ſuch habirs 
pellures.as,; may, nat. £0 nge-Gby che aJvice;of the 
We Church ; for the <prjvate., ſpiric ;af.the prophets,n 
tcbingsought £a;be fubjcR co the prblickdprir ofthe 
rehets). £9;reverence, deyacian an +ediGgacion; itt khew- 
ingþhurt ble, meck an], quiet (pirics, right'y: diſcerning the 
Secnc nacure. of fuck things npt; prohibited, andlo in7 
Aferoges ;and the Shrilhng liberty allowed to them,,to uſe 
Gale ahings indifferent wh en, commanded; and to-la+.chem 
aſide when.ngt commanded, However, ler the many; Ob- 
Fen ygy by the true Faich. you; jointly profeſie:give 
you more farisfaQion, then the occaſions of dividing. the 
Ceremonies. i in which you differ, give. you offence;;. ſo. that 
- may not. upon (@ ſmall occalions, in ſych ſail, mattgrs, 
Aerhfigs £0; yQUr private paſo on 2nd perſizalian the publick 


proce 
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Ver ieard of anji TtriMinyorttacly godly Miriifter, 
who- (being in ochey things: proderie Unblameabfe, Hd: 
-ſfincere) dif ever ſuffer any chetk oF 6onſrience meerly ap» 
"6nthE account of 2figvi g beon c>afbriiable th, ahd Te > 
jtigeommuinion wich me"; hardidthey ever complaine of 
<Eexrtmonies, Lycargy and Ppifeopacy;asaty damps rotheir 
"real praces, or to their holy eommunion with'Gods bleſſed 
*Spieic 5'byr-admired them as the uniced influence; the 
iFoynt comſenty/cheicorbined/devotion-of: all good Chriſti= 
iis inthisNation, who publickly agreed' with one mind; 
: and in tie mannerto lerve'the Lord; in # way allowtd by 
-themoſt pjous of Princes, pratiſed" by'the*beſt Nobilicys. 
-owned-by.. the 'wiſett Gentry, 'miineained by the moſtleat= 
ined Clierpy,; and embraced by the beſt\ſore of Commons. 
+allow-only fuch Ceremonie@a5g make religious Dnties noc 
morepious; but more? cofiſpieuous;' nor more ſacred}, but 
more'folemnz-normore fpiricuaFand holy, burmore viſi- 
ble, imitable and eveinplary z t& quicken: my children, ta 
allire others, to inſtru and <defic'all. = 0 
_ 5, Are ye offended! with. my Canons and Injuftiong,? Is 
« fic that a fewy- men whom Order and- Policy 'hacls.la 
inferiour ito others,” as the Rulers'an' 'Repreſenratives of 
the whole ſociety, ſhouldprefer'tlitic own privite Opmions# 
and Judgements before the 'well-adviſed Reſutts, the Tear-. 
ned Counſek, the pious Endeavours, and folean San&fons 
of fo many,.eminent for piecy, prudence, integrity; pub- 
lick influence, andJuſt Authority ? ' ft 
6. Are my ſolemne Fafts-and® Feaſts your grievances 7 
thofe4ol:mn remembrances of Gods mercy co menin Chriſt 
celebrated with prayer, praiſes, preaching, and communi- 
cating to'Gods glory,: and all fober- Chriſtians improve+- 
ment, _— co the known prefidenc of che Jews, and 
. 'the general practiſe of che Chriſtian Church? Whatharme: , 
is there if-ſome good men obſcrving'a day, obſerve ittothe \ 
* theiLord; anlothers not obſerving'a day, obſerve'ic' nor | 
tothe Lord? | LS, i} 
- | 9; Do you-reſent my Endeavours for Unicy and" Unifor- 
miky 2” Alas, I defite onely that (men ſincerely worſhip , 
-ane true God, 'and:yrofels 'the 'Faith of ae” =o] ; 
EY R E wriſt, 


Tg (#1) 
©hriftzakue chep may bepartakers of the gifts andigraces of 
_ . heble(ediSpirity-and muy have arholy; communion wich: 
thargdombie. Trinity, :and with:one 'at wt love: and 
"charity, us'Chriſtians, enjoying the nobleftlife; the ſweereſt 
focherys* and! moſt heavenly | fraternity; imirating Godye- 
-mwlating Angels:; Children: and ;exp«@ants of happinefſe, 
-Partakere of grace, and daily preparingfor eternal Glory 
_ thataH} metrwho have been called, baptized and inftrued 
'by lawfilMiniſters here,  in-the myſteries and-dutits of the: 
Goſpel, may make! a joynt and publick: profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Faich,and Reformed Religicn, in the:name, and 
8s the ſenſe of the. whole Nation, grounded upun-the: holy 
* -Scripture, :guideid: alſo and adminiſtred by char -uniforme 
order, due authority; .and holy Mimiftry, for Worſhip: and 
Covernment- which; according tothe mind of Chriſt; the 
attern 'of-the; Apoltles,. . and the praiſe of. all primitive 
hurches, hath been lawfully eſtabliſhed by the wiſdome 
and confent'cf all Eſtates in 'this:Kingdome, for Gods ho- 
aouy, the Epurches ſafety, the-publick peace, and the com< 
mon good of fouls. ::: 5 P ZW: el 
$: DoeI:not allow-yow-a juſt liberty to doe:fuch things 
Fonſtanily and 'chearfulfy:which are moſt proper and ad- 
vantagious tothe nature and excellency of men ? to think - 
what is true to do what is fic, and-enjoy whart is juſt in re- 
ference ra Bod; others. and yourſelves? I have taken frim 
youno liberty $ut:that of: doing cvil-: you are at liberty ro 
enjoy-all the comforts; priviledges, and Grdinances which 
Chriſt hatlvinſticured; 10.an holy order, and regular: way, 
for private or publick goed'; 'and te. hope for thac reward 
and crown which God the righteous/Judge hath promiſed ' 
thoſe that perſevere in well doing. My higheſt.aim is,that 
you:may have liberty to exerciſe a good conſcience. vaid of 
offence tewzrds God-and rowards man, thatthey may wits 
lingly:in all chings live honeſtly, | | 
+ .g\Ave ye diſpleaſed with my Members ? Alas, innocens 
men,they-purſne after the knowledge of, and communion 
with God, in order toa rationa], religious, ſpiritual, graci- 
ous, perfe&t.and unchangeable life; enjoying themſelves in. 
the blefſed-enjoyment:of God, the enjoy ment of whom ſa- 
tisfiech-all their defives, zewards all their duties, .requites all = 
ef) theie: 


: (i) | | 

*their ſufferings, compleats: all cheir kappineſi'z avooens pl 
pen ge _— Religion: They; endeavour iqhat: 4x earch, 
which they hope for i heaven 3 viz. wright kndwledgeand 
2 willing pertormance, which as reafonable they, owe for 
ver to Gud their Maker; 'Preſerver,: and Redeemer in 
Chriſt. | Wirh'this religious: frame :and :temper,:.of:which 
themſelves only are conſgencious, they prepare favs glari- 
ous and bleſſed immortality, with-« fincericy-of heart, :and” 
uprightnels of converſation,” which hath-na ocher Rule! bur 
Geds Word, no other End but Gods Glory,nomber Gom>» 
fort but the Conſtancy of this Diſpolicion-to-their Lives end. 
Innocent:men, they look for one. common Salyatjon : they 
uſe one common: Sacrament,: they profelle'-one' Faithiaid | 
Rule of Holinefſe, : they. bave one we ryan. 4 the . 
ſame inward ienſe of Ducy and Nevocion; they ja-che 
fame order.wich the 'C aholick Church. over theiface of the 
= * F | 1537 wisd £245 2:1:f 
_ 16. Decyou envp:me my Patrimony and Maintenance, 
what the Law of God allows me, whaciche'Golgel hach-pro- 
vided me, what the piety of cider times hath beſtowed up. 
on me, what good Kings, 'Peers:and people of their own en- 
dowed me with, freely ' bazonting the Lord with-tbeir ſub» 
faite, that they : thac ſevved 'the Altar, might live. by the 
Altar. ?. Q why may nort-my children! who attendithe Goſe 
pel, live by the Goſpel, ſince they attend. =: Miniſtry) as vene+ 
rable in ics Myſteries, as clear in ics Dofrine, as glorious in 
its chief Miniſter” Zefas, as painfulzo- it's Miniſters, and as 
comfortable topious'and devout fouls;as the Miniſtry of the 
Law: ?: Why are you offended that cheypof my childzenrhat 
are caughc,ſhoul4 communicate co.them of my children that 
teach in. every good thing ?: 397 1 2115/34 26th ahi5({3 
' : T4. [Do you envy my juſtPower and Authority, whereby 
with, the. wiſdome; gravi.y and integrity of ſuch :men as are 
inveſted with that power, J may:check all abuſes and'diſ: 
. orders in the Church, and by a well-ordered diſcipline, L 
may recover my ſelf ro my former glory: and renown, 'for 
whi.h | was ſpoken of throughout:the world ? ; .'- 

12. Coe you except ugaintt the private infirmities, the 
perſonal failings of my-Biſhops and Minifters, -aslefle ftrife. 
. andunblameable in cheir lives; :lefs painful in thirealling; 
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P 7 cough lf che work! | anerapra 
bk, Knowſedgs tkiplyeth; 
' Grace mcafee ger Joon Preachin —_— Sacraments 
aredarfic adminiftrcd; the'fruics of nrit are mighti- 
ke diffuſed; hoſpitable Kindnefs is exercif , Chriftian cha- 
ricy is maimained, plain: kearcetinefie and goods works are 
eminent 3: : "Fhnoed the. Chriſtian: world cannot Gap 
= = f ”= ti _ Pa 
E, , ar. ran Lou (- ttence, 
for fince rage 


harm. v5 the ane poet hi 
ry oy rms as the. admirable inftraments of Gods- 


glory, andiche good:of mensfou's: teaching chem fruic- 
ful and-effe@ual Faith, = (ound and judicious Knowled s 
ani hearvy and- fincers-Love,: a diſcreet anc prudeac: 
fovere andthtoupty Repentances fervencand devour Pry 
ers, erh, gol] and unfeigned Sorrow, Appricual and un; 
mformave)þ grounded and firin Hope:heavenlic- — 
Marte Conan obedience and i en !iochs 
may te rar or 2s, e- Thonght} lave 
Peris firtoue eats of; Lear eve foundnek of Jud Judges 
refit, na uN and- iy\ of Lives; 'yer' u- 
_—— chonferid Miniſters, - is khelr-fome- muy Yos- 
ani 'If whon there were bur three 'menir+the world; one 
was! Murtherery ifiamong Noab's: ſors; 'ofie” of thei three 
was diſobedients. if among. Facets children, of:two one 
Lhe nor hes rwelve:Apoſtles, 'one was &Divel, ant - 
Hit bleds: ant a thisd denyed his'Maſter3 if anv5ns - 
che Afian Angels, there is none but was tobe rewred;-if 
attjong the for Pricriciee-Preachers, there was a Denrks 4b: r- 
ME OR W142. Dieaphes: that ved tbe-pre-emis 
mance 2: 
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ly bur thatſome may fall ſhort of the ſevere:exuRtneſſe re<" 
; R_ all Miniſters; who oughe: to be: patterns in -good 
WOTrKs, - * | $4. 40 Qi SUITES 07? 
Oh my:Clergy are not Angels, but - men' fubje&to the 
like infirmicies with other men... J1f.they honld ſay they beve 
no fin, they would decerae.: themſelves,” and 'the 'trath -would 
ot be in them © but if they confeſs their ſins, he 45 faithfit and 
juſt to forgive them their fins; and to _cieanſe them: from alt 
unrighteouſneſs.-.:Be Perſeftion the glory of ather Church» 
members, the glory of mine-is Siaceriy*,--* Wichoue: all 
cc peradvenrure, the moſt holy "and all-ſeeingi Golds, who 
& walketh in the -miift of the Golden Candlieſticks,; whioſe. 
{pure eyes are.moſt intent upon the Minifiergofche Church, 
-& hath found iniquity in his ſeryants che Biſhops, and: other 
« Miniſters,: both as to. their perſons ;and-profeſſions; all 
<« things being open and na <d ro him with-whom:we have 
& todorininue Fo) fog bo roff2<;h Letagt SHR: 
- 1. Heobſeryes how: many'icanſecrated andygſec Lifſec: apart to 
theſervice of God and his Gh rch;:1a-the name, ns 
wer and-authority cf Jeſus Chit, and approaching his gra« 
cious pgefonce with Xerox inte holy of holies, inthe glo- 
rioushanifeſtations of | God ire Chrilt ;ro-tvs; Ghurch, by. 
pubſick Ordinances: and ſpiruual: Influences, have not (o 
ſanRificd-che Name of the-Lord God, their God, in-their 
_ Hearts and Lives in their Do&rines and Ducies. - -19 
2-: The great Searcher of hearts knoweth how raſhly ma- 
.of his Miniſters undertake, how carelefly they manage 
x to great avid terribie:work, under. which Angels: may 
ſwotn, and great Apoſtles cry: Who: is ſufficient for theſe 
things | how vulgari#they converſe, how lazily.chey -live, 
how looſcly chey. betiave chemſclves, how ambiciouſly-they 
_ deſigne, how coveraully chey reach, how enviotly they re- 
pine; how ancxemplantly they walk unworthy ot ther favour 
and indylgenee ſhewed them, .co.che amazement+ of, their 
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High- calling, che diſhonariof their Profeſſion, corhe forfei-) 


ture of ther Diguity:and Plenty, the. endangering. of their. 
Peace and-Safecy. . | | 

- 9- Re eat is aboutiour. paths, and about our dwellings, 
hath <b(erved hom unprepfued!y,-ocgligently and irreve: 
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ig.) Tri Anais wig and broight- 
as children, '\yhom Thave enconraged us wes 
apo! promoted as Governonrs;; it's you that ore 
this Fe Ecactegul danger 'iport whe-” When Uh 
' roick patrence chute the- opprefſion Co Shes Shins bra 
Clitifttan ptadence 'defeated che acreinps of " 
by an cxbthblary hamilicy and piety turned the hearts'of 
enemies, and by a miracle. of Refſtanration filenced the 
mouthsofall merr; youtny: Senn,Openied the mouth of ſcan- 
dal, fifcngttined che cry of -teproach, raiſed the damours 
of the vious. *Ok{ Tin entity had donethis, 1 cold 
with thefame: Chriflian conrage F have ſuffered thefe tw 
years, have born it; burit's you'of my own boloine,family | 
an1 profeſſion :. O.zou, my Clergy, whom] expeReq more 
glorr-ys, more' ' Rtcerried;, more” reverenced before all: the 
world, after yoirr conftant fufferin » who coming our of 
- this fiery furnace, ' nip ry gr) <&r then ever you did 
with the love of CR -and of ak Ehncch, both as tothe 
care of thoſe private charges and pnblik-infpeQions, com- 
mitred to yon in exceHentorder,and by due authority : and 
F expeftett that nerther nor envy, pomp nor hg ye gk 
ty, neither tovetonſiteffe nor armbitiorh, thould 
thoughts, divide the hearts, e ce the humonrs, orpro- 
voke the reproach of art inc againſt my Order 
and Government, and the good of a ya of Chriſtians. 
Whoſoever of you, ' notwichſtanding the miracles both of 
| yonr ſufferings and reliefe, at fiich a time as this, when the 
mouth of Hell is opeti' againfF me, fhalf open_any other 
month to joyne in the cry againſt the Church,” give life or 
tongue to any; feandalois GE af and fet that to its clamans de 
terra,.crymg from the ground ; that by Imxary or ſloth, by 
coretoufnels or g griping, by inſolenceor pride,by caretcſnels.. 
or loofeneſfe, by er and i irregufaricie, wy ifre 
mens make a Ann and by that means e cre- 
dulous and eatre people, that i Mile 'thar hath becolaid 'of 
me, att is juft that hack: been inflited upon me; Tkitow not 
what Wo'is: heavy enough "for firm ; 7 ales." wy Brother * 
O it hatt þeen Veen for int he Bud never been born, ©. 
'5::My Dotriice 1 can" mintiine; my dilci may 'Cart 
aſſert, wy conflication'! can vinificare ou ci my Sons, 
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RESIST. 
I cannot juſtifie 2 wo-is me that {wad hear your reptoach, 
and cannot :gain-ſaie it. Five things there are that tend 
allie to-mine and your own'ruine, which I mult charge 
you. before the world : Five thingsthatwill inſenfiblie un- 
dermine + me Fabrick, which hath beenthecare:and 
labour of fo many years when ere&ed, and the 'micacle-of 
this laſt-year when reſtored. Theſe five fad. Parciculargzares: 
+, 4+, Js» Undue Ordination, © WAA bEts 45% 
42 2 + An: it nncouſcionable. Simony. : 
&;.:.c,": +3»: Gereleſſe Non-reſidence. og dhe 
Kot, 2 146:Loofe Propheneneſs. . init Cod 
; + 54 iEneroaching' Pluralities. eb a iota't 
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The Church of England's reſentment of Undue Ordination. 


 A_Lthough Lam well. (atisfied (whatever the Romanifls - 

.and others have of late ſuggeſted). that my Ordinatiog 
is Autbentick, Primitve and proper in the form of ict; is va» 
lid in the Author, being by men ordained in an unincer» 
rages erent Primitive. Biſhops, as they were by 
the Apoſtles, and the Apoſtles by: Chritt, and Jeſus Chriſt 
by God himſelf; and is xegularand legal.in the circutyſ{any 
ces of it, Dain agrecable to. the eſtabliſhed Lawes of; che 
Reatm 3. yet not withour much regrec muſt I confeſle. that 
ſolemn i; TAleung of mento the great calling of Miniſters, 
fallen much below its dative glory, much ſhrunk in ics Pri- 
mitjve ſacredneſle and reverence, and extreamly decayed in 
its firſt eſteem. and honour, beca, ſe my Reverend Biſhops in 
the great intricacies of late akerations, are furprized to. be- 
ftow the honour of: that high \ calling, 1. uponche ' Young, 
2. upon the UInlearned, 3, upon the Debauched; and 4. 
upon the FaTiaus, ... _ .. A! 

"__ Sie, AC Lo-tc 


| © Of Young Miniſters, whereof 1 have a Cell of above 3000. | 
' INFO isme1{ when | bave choſe that 2each before they 
VV have 7earned;. that I have thoſe chat (would inftru& 
others, and-have need themſelves be iuſtcuged. which are 
the firſt groan the Doftrine of .Cbrift.: Inſtead: of the 
vidieyt Fathers, we bev children wha gre dgde Frinhoin of 


' 
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Lands, EP Ty P93 5... AIP ITY Clergy for 
their'age and gravicy, reverenced them for-their learning” 
-and auftertty and eſteemed them asthe wonder of the world. 
-and ſaid, : £5k the-Fatber, and be will ſhew thee; thine anci- 
ents, andabey ſhall tell thee: this age flights them for their 
' youth and weakneſs, for their ignorance end unexperience, 
as:perſons 1bat. are but of yeſtardy,' and know nothing.” "We 
have underfianding, faith the common people to the young 
men, as well as you : we are not mferionr to you; yea, who 
knoweth not ſuch things -«s theſe? As the Patriarths ſeparge 
ted their firſt-bo:n for the Prieſt-hood, and Moſes & Aaron 
reſerved them elves many years for their Miniſtries, and the 
4 aw prep: r-d men thirty years for the faered ſervice ; and 
the bleſſed Jeſus, the Preacher of righteouſnels, encred noe 
until che chirtieth year of his Age upon 'the great work of 
the Miniſtry : ſo my Biſhops, kyowing bow to bebave thew- 
ſelves in.the work, of God, which is the Church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of truth, took heed to themſelves 
and the docks over which the hoſy Ghoſt d#zd made them O- 
verſeers, that they laid bands ſuddenly on no. man, neicher 
were partakers of other mens fins, but keep themſelves pure, 
. taking carechat men be firſt proved, and then uſe the Office : - 
of a Deacon, being found blameleffe ; and then when they 
had uſed the Office of a Deacon well. and purchilſed to them= 
ſelves a good degree of a Prieft or Biſhop, then they took care 
8-at they ſhould be blameleſſe, vigilant, ſober, of good behavi= 
our, given to boſpitality, apt to teach : ——== not Novices;;toft - 
bems lifted up with pride, they ſall into the condemnation”df +. 
the Devil. Moreover, they took care they might have a -< 


good report of them that are without, leſt they fall toreproach - * 


__ end condemnation of the Devil. But now, fince the looſe-. -- 
nefſe of theſe late times,there are admitted tothe Prieſthood 
of rhe meaneſt of the people, who are not 1he ſons of Levi : as 
in Ferobeam's days, every one that will, 1smade a Prieft, 
that he may have bread co eat. Thoſe. PulJpits thas were 
- filled with ancient Fathers, are now Desks for young 'chil 
dren : thoſe folemne Aﬀemblies that were rape up into the 
third Heaven-with pious Sermons and devout Prayers, hear 
the lace pedantique| Herangues and juyenile'Orations with 
fcornand laughter + thoſe people that thronged co hearthe 
$5 | | | wiſdome 
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' wiſdome of God deliverediinthe demonſtration of the Spi- 
.rit and' with power, are quite weary of-that-crue fool/iſhneſſe 
' of Preaching, that conſiſts onely in the childiſh wiſdome of - 


-words, and inthe -trifling'enticing words of many miſdome. 
' had reverend men thar ſhewed themſelves a pattern of good 
work, t Dofirine ſhewing uncorruptneſſe, gravity, ſincerity, 
ſpeech thet' cannot be condentneds; that they that 'were 
of The conrrary: party. were aſhamed, having no evill co 
* ſay ofthem, when:T ordained Elders in every: City. 
men blameleſs. ſober, jut, holy, temperatez whole ering 
were fet/ed, whole palltions: were allayed, whoſe att: 
were compoled, wiſe ations were adviſed, and converſe» 
tion exa&-and- uniforme ;: tfince, every one did: what. was 
good i0his own eve. - My young Miniſters have been un+ 
able in-all:cheir wars, unſerled in cheir minds, raſhin eyeir 
undertakings, imprudent in their carrizge; weak in: cheir 
diſcourſes: ay Ts their behaviour; not even, or- 


derly and fta 


Ihad 


Aians 


incheir: converſation ; | tothe grief of good 


men, who eftecm-all Minifters very highly in love for their 
works ſake; to rhe. joy of.thoſe evil men that have ill-with 
for Sie, who cry. Aha, ah:, fo wonld we haveic. O young- 
men who requirerb thefe things at your bands? Why do you 
run before ] am willing to ſend you ? O tow dare you take 
this Office upon you, until you are called with ſolemn prepa- 
ration, 89 was Faro? Arenotyou afraid (now you have 
newly pafſed the elements of Philofophy, and che firſtprin- 
ciples of-Nature) to: Jbokinto: thoſe my fteries which the 
Angek defire to look: into, to ſearch into that / knowledge 
ch/paſfech knowledge? Are not you afraill to afcend that 


_ whither Luther ſaid he never aſcended {thou 


: ) withour fear and trembling ?. Are nor 
'-. _undertakethardreadful work from which the' 
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ou 


very 
raid-to 
ets fleJ, 


the Fathers avoided,the Primitive Paſtors trembledat? Do 
you know what'you do, when you undertake to. be Embaſ- 
fadorsin Chriſts ftead.co bring back the world to: God, to 
be Ca-workers' with God in the ſalvation of ſoul, to be 
Angels of the Church, to be as Stars in Gods right hand, 
to be Stewards of the miſteries of God, co watch for preci- 
.ous-ſouls as they that muſt grve an account? ——— How can 


_ 
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.- yougovern-.others, 'who cannot govern your ſelves > What 


power 


"oY WS -<aj 
power have:you [over:cithers,: who have! hardly any: power 
aver your ſelves? What:eſteem can | yau find anjong:them, 

iwho' wilt naturally diſpiſe your yanth > Did not Philoſaphy 

.chink zoutir:(O: young men.})to heap Morals, aud ſhall Di 

winiry admit you-to- Fred divine Leftures 2 Hom can.you!'in 

che heat of youth, ir) the/vigourof your luſts, appearinthe 
world perſwading men-to mortife their Juſts, to crucifie. the 
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honour with my moſt ſolemne' Miniftrations? My care; is, 
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bring a man to reach the world a God andhis ſervices: /hd 
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« fitteſt engines to work ak ac) o enquire particularly 
© whar influence.or Opperation erther the fear of looking 
| [phy ep had,or the hope of getting more might have in 
 Ethis work towards the producing ſuch an.effe&.'r will beſt - 
become others to Judge as charitably as they may; -bue 
doubtleſſe it will be ſafeſt forthem tobe very. jealous over 
. themſelves, leſt ſo great & Change could not have been 
wrought in fo ſhort & ſpace, without a ſtrong infuſion of the 
one, or of the other, or both. into the Medicine thac wrought 
it; efpecially fince the conjun&ure- of time wherein this 
change > 6 gra may very probably raiſe ſome ſuſpition 
that a viſible hope and advantage had fome Co-operation at 
leſt with whatſoever was the principal cauſe ofthis ſo ſudden 
an alteration: If not fo,nor ſo,but that chey find them(elves 
clearly convinced in their judgements of their former er- 
rour, and chat they are fully perſwaded that they are now 
ina bercer way then thac wherein they formerly walked, it 
is happy for them, and [| doubt nor bur thac they will fiude 
marrer of rejoycing in ir, if they be nor miſtaken (a thing _ - 
not.impoſlible) inthe tryal of their own hearcs.' O that t 
had men that in che change of cimes* were unchangezble in 
their mind and opinion, and to hold to their former and 
well-grounded Principle, ſolong as chey can neither a pre» 
hend any reaſon of futficienr ſtrengrh to convince c e'r un- 
derſtandiags that _ are inthe wrong, or to manifeſt unto 
themhe neceffity of niaking ſuch a change. 
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ER eons CHAP. 11. | 
The Church of England's refentment of Scandalous Proſanc- 
JH you, my Sons, why doe you theſe things? for I hear 
F of your evil dealings by all this people. Oh, Sirs, m 

. God above looks upon you, and is provoked ; tte bleyed 
Angels ſee you their fellow-ſervants,{for.you are a ſpeftacle 
to God and Angels) and are grieved; wicked men obſerve 
you, and blaſpheme God ; good men behold you, and arc 
aſhamed. 1s it for this that you are delivered, thac you may 
work wickedneſſe ? Hath God puniſhed you, and will you 
yet fin more and more ? _ not twelve years: lp 
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you wilt | 
? will not 
ile you'the * 
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- ip mote'wrath againſt another day of wrath?” Is this' the - 
recurn you make fo i bridlond God. 


ng and Parliament. co 
_ be utter 


., 


_- I aw indeedthe late_ | 
fred them as {fanders and calumnies ;_ 1 the late-com- 
laints and outcries, buc ſlighted.theri-as Ido envy, malice - 
and hatred. * Dreadful things were daily ſuggeſted againſt 
you 5 great things were daily offered for you : the Fa&ion : ' 
reviled, the Orthodox maintained you - ſober men writ for 
you ; þut now you confute them; holy men excuſed you ; 
but you contradi& them ; good -and great men ſpoke for 
you; but who will now believe them? Muſt you needs Ju<- 
ftifie Malice icſelf? Muſt you needs juſtifie whac Uncharitra- 
bleneſs ic ſelf ducrſt not ſuggeſt againſt you? Doe you hear - 
what they ſay; — There, there -go your Miniſters ? If 
you hear not what they ſay,ſee what you are : You are the- 
ſalc of the earth ;. if the ſalt now looſe its ſavour, wherewith 
(hall it be ſalced ? it is thenceforth good for nothing but to be 
caſt out, and to be troden under foot of men. Youare the - 
faſt; yer, how unſavoury ? you are the light of the world, . 
arid do you walk as childrenof light? are you burning. \are : 
youhiring !ghts ? Oh your careleſnefle, Oh your indiffe. 
rency in matfer of Religion! Oh how negligently you doe - 
the work of the Lord, while you 'know Gods ſerjousta the - 
World he ſpeaks, inche Judgements he afflis, inthe Mer--. 
cits he beftows ! - When yon know: Chriſt is feriousin-re= 
deemitig fonls, the holy Spiritis ſcrionsin anRifying them, . 
the Devil is feriotis in nndoing them; the A Me, £0 is 
| EeTLOUS: : 


eee re RE CO _ 
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It x07 5; ay yeavy Nenber at any ot 


ſcriousround. about you;.. + LOR Triflle with: icnqjortal 
'ſoulst how you; ley with the great and -cerrible+ workof 
the MiryGrie.! haw-formallie you do-pray 4 how uncongery- 
-nedlie you do: preathyhor vainlie and-unprofitablie do.,you- 
diſcourſe! how unevetyſiedo.you walk | What, do you ſpear*- _. 
for Eterqicie},.dae: you preach for Immortalitie? Are you © 
{ent of God} a#e-you hereto favefouls? :andyert Gelio-likey 
(axe far none of: thiſethings? | Wo is me, to fee youwelkin 
the counſel of the wngedly, fland in the way of ſinners, and 
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fir ine the ſeat of the ſeornful ; whoſe delight (hould'be inthe 


Lew of the Lord.: m whiſclow you ſhould meditate day 8nd 


We. wvight!. Whacz the Gmentan laugh at: Religion, aF preach 


' tt! che fame ſoul Drolh upan ferious Holine(F: 10.cdmpanys 


3nd ye urge it ingtie great Congregation | Wharzpertwads 
Men to vertuen the Paſelopend lavgh nien out of it. in tlie 
Parlour ! Where is that ſerious. Holinefle| thac crowned; * 
that ſalena Grayitiethatadorned, tharfevere Vertus!that. 
popnectupy, aber Miniſters, my*Reverend- Paſtors; ond 
holig ment, Whgze:is thy: pious Spi/ir, evan HALL.) 
where is thy |gragious Temper, excellent SHERY where 


is thy even .and (erled Frame; ſerious ' HAMMOND where 


 iSthywvertous. deporimmnt;;Famous' MORTON!  wherduill 


DE&ASON 4 In England, avin Rame, there is: a. voice 
ary, lamemarion; and\weeping,: ad: great mpurning 3 L 
a5 Rechsh weeping tor my excelient children : bur chey are 
A\Woiz me-tor:your Covetgſneſs. Oyeimy (ons,thas you 
ue} men-for angcher world; yer loiknoribepondinhis5 


CY ns, [-weighed, and fis:ed foul, © ventravld 
he 


WAY o:43yho areefir retrach;men!to/rvedy faith i (hquld 
y& 113 pres thar you who teach - faith the rvidence :of 
Hakygs uot ſeen,ſhould yet:eyeonlie the things which are ſex. 
Oh ame! ſelf: denystis:the great dutie you enjoyne;; ſelf+ 
ſqekang is be; great tin you-are guiltie'of. Love wot the motile, 


1S9qne, of thy molt: tem:rkable 'Axiomes of our Religion z 
Louetbem97 (dy; 1s then gonfidetableſt rule of your lives.i:: F 
have coveted no mans: filver i or gold, (5th the Apoſtle::. -Qti 
what1:y you ? I ſeek not yours, but you, ſaith be: 1 ſeck not 
| Fre uſed T a 'cloakifor 

copetguſneſſe:Goll is myrennueſſe, faith the: Apoſtle: Oh; whac 
Youhavedont, God-and;men ou tadls,'Groctmetbe onde 
| 2 5: x wr hn 


c 
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you.) take youte fouls,” Is to live 1o:Chriſt in this ſenfe, 
| gin? is'to dieto bim;thy advantage'? Alas! Alas! © 


' Oh your debauched cousſes, (you vile and ſordid fouls) 


An holy Calling, and. anunholy Eife / E ae perſons, 
and yer live after the fleſh? a clean iGarmene, anid'sn un+ 
cleancheart ! fervanrs of God, 'and-yet fervants of fin'? re- 
yerend in your Fun&ion, and yet ſhameful iti your Lives 1 
a Miniſter, and-yert given to Wine'! a Pricft, and'yet wan+ 


x 
A 


ton & in holy Orders, and yer in riotous Diſorder 1 walk: - 


_ cir aly, and yet reel! a man devored to the Study 
andthe Cloſer, in chambering and wamonneſie / cohverſa- 


tion in heaven, and in Ale-houſes:and Taverns! ftudie Ec 


ernity,and yet trifle away time ! fland at'the Communion 
Saints, yer fit down. in the-company- of ſcorners! --0þ 
theſe things ovght not tobe. io Io 
- Thus vize youu are. and yet you-are proudy thus diſhonon- 
fing your (clves, and yet ambitious. Learne of me (hid 
Chriſt) for I am meek, and-lowly : Look upon you,” you are 
roud and Lordly. | made you: Miniſters for the ſervice of 
Is, you advance your ſelves tobe Rulers... Iraught every: 
ſoul of you robe ſubje&; you are impari F fabjetion.” 
Humilicy- and, meeknefſe was the glory of my Miniſters; 
haughtineſs and pride is your ſhame. - | Were you raiſed by- 


'  thefevour of: God and. men lately, to be high now? God: 


remembred, and man pitjed-you m- your low eſtate; Go 
_ will cemember,and man-will paniſh you in your high cſtace. 


ou-:humbled your ſelves, and you'were exalted 3- you ex- 


ak your ſelves, and you: may be madelow.- Olthe pr ide: 


char compoſerh your Sermans, thar contrives your'defh 


I 


that fills your thoughts, that- formeth your countenances,» 


that picceth rhe Accents and Emphaſis on your Wo ds, that 


- 0:ereth your Habie, mocielleth:;your Geftures 3/ that makes. 
z30u aim at your ſe'ves inall you do,and forget God ; when: 


you ſhould aim ar od, and forget: your ſelves.Shalf Mini-' 


fiers that bring men to Heaven, livein pride, that caft'An- 


gels to Hell ? \4 


You are proud, . poor, Guts, and ye muſt 'be: contin” 
too; Ambaſſidoursof peace ye arezyerin ſtrife and envie-:- 
zou profeſs.a. Goſpel of: peace, . yet what emulation-7*whar:. 
"re | | £.,544 <4 . wrath? 


if; 


-, 
» . 
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arath-2:Chaiſt lefe peace aniong you when he wentto: Heas- 
—_— -4 findpeace "ae Te pong Heaven ?7Oh 
-B0: though Religion obligeth you to-peace, although divi- 
fions have undone us, akhovgh. Truth be- almolt- eo 

_ power of Godlineſs be decayed, good-men be grieved. [be 
endangered; +thoiigh enemies.beencauraced,. and Atheiſm 

. - +be promoted by; your: unhappy differences; yet ſtill you 
quarrel, ftill you diſpute. Why doe- you ſtrive, ſeeing ye 
are brethren ?: Have:you not one God-? have you not one 
Faich >have you not one Baptiſm ?:have younor one Hape? 
Ohwhy do-you ey 516 ergy of the Spiric inthe bond- 
- of yeace ?; why theſe jealouſies, theſe fears,. hd: diſtances, 
rhele binterneſſes #: I mark them which cau'e' divifions con+ 
to the eruch and peace;L always owned,and {ball avoid- 
them. - Biſhop Ver propoſed - what was moderate, you 
hearkned nots Biſhop Davenant writ peaceablie, you read 
\ him-not;; Biſbop Sanderſox: offered modeſtly, you, regard- 
ed him not; many ſoder men' offered healing Principles a- 
cable to the Conceſſions on all hands, yer they are neg- 
Qed :; God himſelf united you in your miſcries, yer you-- 
diſagreein'your judgements ;: he joined you in ſufferings, | 

_ yet youdivide ; your: (elves inhis; ſervice.. - O cell irnacin- 
the Goſpel >hagree :among themſelves,. ; and head- and; 


_ 


_ "- Jrad their ipeople to difagrecments. What, ſhall a Mini=: 


ſter hve and ! | 
© cen?: 1-16 nots7 Follow-« peace: with all men as much: as .in © 


you lecth;; if ivrhe la 7. Docinot you read, doe not you; 
reach chus Ol why:do-yon nor live.thus 2 Yea, there is 


_ unterlie @ fac among yous: that you, fall out- with, your. 
Neighbours:  Now:there is utterlie-n fault among you, That: 
- you-gd 10 Law:one-with another, I ſpeaR'this toe your ſhame,: 

Why do-tiot-you'rether ſuffer: wrong, s-why do not you ſuffer = 
your: ſelves tor bedefranded} How preach-you 2. how read 
you ? is it not, that yerefift not evil? and if any,moon ſhall ſus: 
thee at the Law, and take away thy coat, give bizs thy cloak; 
alſo. Who is a wiſe man. and endued with knowledge among. 
you ? Ler himfliew: our. of a+ good converſation his: works- 
- with meekneſs: and: wiſdome : but if you have bittes envy- 
ings arid \triſes:in ves; hearts,! glorie not, and lie nat a- 

- gainſt the truth. This wiſdome deſcendeth not from —_— 


not love ? How do you Read? How is ic Writ-. _ ' 


Pa 


bur isearthlie; ſenſual anc Grelfifes fr where envping anc 
ftrife is; there is confufjon: and everie eyil; work :bur:the 
wiſtome which is from above, 'is firſt pure,” 4nd then peace- 
able; gentle, eafie to be intreated, full of: mercie andof 
works, withour partfalivie,withour bypocrifie : and.the frat 
of rightesnſneſs is ſown in apa Ares 52 ake prace. | - 
-* Well, ityou-go-on profefiing Religion indifferentlyy do- 

- ingthieworref God negligentlic pifybb carrician onelic;a 
form of godlinefſe hypocrkicallie ;:if you live withour the 
grace of God within you: prophanelic; if you hve without 

.the fear of God before you looſelicy 4fyoulive: wichout the 
love of God unctiaritablie 3 if you-live! againſt your pro» 
Fefſion ſhamefully' 5 farwel che moſt flourifhing Church, fary 
well Ordinancesy farwel Miniſtry; tarwel Comforts: farwel 
"Bleſſings; farwel our Gloric, farwel our God ;:.and weunts 
ts when be is departed from ms.” oo oo at 64 

_ © - Oh my Sens; 'hearker io this:one With 5 and Oh thac it 
be notmy Hill Lo For Godsfat ec; fot your own:lake. for 


Fake; for three:Kingdems ſake; for our gracious Kings 
| fake for ber vey rarer progy If'5he = LEE ES 
"TAKE 'HEEPD' TO: TO'WRsSELVE Se 
- 13 'Thar you watinor that grace you offer brherss thac 
when on faveothers; you perith novas Caſt-aviwiys your 
ſelves: Oh feel the power of tharReligion you prechvend 
to be. bi IO EXSY $is) ; * * Wal; 14.54 405; wait 
2, Take betd th 5819 ſelves and:confider. what manner of 
rieri yEonghe robe iivalldoliechnveriiiipn #nd padline, . 
"12: Fake heed r6your'felofs} thatyop pullnot dowri-with 
2 Wicked He what you bail up Gidrun holieDo&ride, 3f 

there be no ſuchtHinig as Rehigion, preach it not; if theres -- 
be Ttiveit 3 if a Foſe&hife may be allowed , vo mnotpreacha- 
 gainſt.it Qand if it mayino «be iallowed ; domor hveiry "be 
riot deceived, ' and Aeceiye nt brhers= 1: Dore:you knowthe 
ſtdgement of Gol chac'altrhus:commir ſuth, things-as. you 
dvgare worthy of death chan why do.you dother'? if. nor, 
why Fon preach'the other 2) Qh preach exaQly,; and live 
exaQI' i as you thark! oY che week! how to ſpeak, upon Suns 
tay, (te reſolve upon Sundalehuw wiliveialkche ek/tt Haw 
cuJoulte youpreach'?:Oh howcarlebie youliveY {tv >1if 
Keg {0.01 YN £39 !135 97s © fa thus 221 #11135 ' 14» Takes 


©. 6: Tukyibred to your folvesynt wil | 

thiic ——_— thar whereas they {peak evit.ot you; they 
may - conſidering themature anc end of 'your 
* cofveeſacion</!t + {2 593 ty 8 Ni 200 0 Gan 5 een 
- Drake beed to your ſelors: You! have many: cies upon 
your'infirmices ;' you have many ſpe&tators of your falls; to 
find, to-aggravare; ahd topublifh thems God forbid that 
you do evitimthe ercs:ofithe whole world ;:thegood 
part-whercof watcheth on 'your Vertues, ''toimitate ya: 
the evil part-watcheth on-your Vices, to traduce you z you - 
ares: lights upona hill: O'walk as inthe'lighe,': ' + 
© \Lakyibeal to. yourſelves; if inot for others,: yer for your 
own immoral ſouls. Oh preach; not of Neaven, and>fall 
Hort of it+--' /Oh: preach'iinovof Hell, und fall imports! of - 
grace and dune; and yet live without them. | 
\. *,. Olvtake-beeld to guir ſelves. Vigilanc is your Tempter, 
great are your trpals, many.are your temptations much the 
oppoſition you will meer: for weightic In yond work": you 
deftroje-the power of Saran : you-engage' the power of hell; 

. Qhitaky beedto.:yoar ſelves, You 'have the ſamenature 
with others,” but you.commirc nor:the like fins with others ; 
(the fins thardwell'm youare the ſame-wich ocher mens, the 
ins thatare commented by you aregreater then.orher mens; 
Oh wateh therrores yourevill-.naiwre, take: care of or 
great tranſ2reffions : 1. Againſt knowledge, wilfullie : 2. 
Againſt your truth, winfaichfullie : 3. Againft your profeſſi- 
. -0n, hypocricicallie: 4- Againft- others, verie offenſivelie; 
-apaiaſt the honowyrof Gotand his wates, verie dangerouflie; 
who is blaſphemed by the 1gnorant and ungodly througb you. 
* Fake beed-to:yaur:ſelver;tthart yourmay be blefled in zanr 
undertaking. Let your waies pleaſe Godzas you hope:Gad | 
will bleſs your waies. ———tf nor for your own, yet for 
other meus ſouls:Gke take heed co yourlelves 2 ſpeak from 
your, hearts to.-therr-heares +>benor:intangled+by ſin, ' that 
' you-may be-able-tofpeak agamft fin. Oh. do as you preach, - 
that-the world may ſee-you mean as you'preach. o 
_ ' Oh reverend Fathers, enjoin'my wholeſome Canons ſe- - 
verelie, viſiz-mens liveiand carriages exa&he, overſee the 
flacks over which the holic Ghoſt have made you overſeers, > 


yand wlkaviſclictowards them — © _* 
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.carefillie-: Pitzic Religion thacisa dying ; piceie methar . 
. * 4 , . : __ 


am;decayings: pittic yourſelves that are agein'talling. Re- 


periſh :- keep up the life and acai of Religion end ther 
will keep you ;- if the power of Religion be loſt, che profeſe. 
ſion of ic will 5 your Galling will fail; your Order will fail ; 


"wc and God-knows what willbe. the-end thereof ; 1 fear 'no- 


' thing but fin, want nothing buc trac grace eminentin-all -. 


my Viniſters, whereby they Lay 6 pleate God : adorn the- 
Goſpel, convince Gainlayers,and reformche world. 

Have you not enjoined, That xo Ecclefiaffical? perſons - 
ſhall at any tme, other then for their boneit neceſſities, reſott 
to ary Taverni or Ale-bouſes,neitber ſhall they Bord or Lodge 


Cans, in.anyſuch place ? Furtbermore, they ſhall not give themſelves 


.to any baſe or ſervile tabour, or to Drmking or Ryotting, - 
ſpending their time idely by day or night; playing at Dice, © 
Cards or Tables, or any otber unlewfu{ Game ; but at all times 
convenient they ſhall hear or read ſomewhat of the holy Scri- 
Pturess or ſhall occupy themſelves with ſome other honef? fludy - 
or exerciſe, alwazes doing the things which ſhall appertain to' * 


- bonejly, and endeavouring to profit the Church of God; baving + 


always in-mind that they ought to excel all others in purity of 
life, and ſhauld be exaniples_ of the | peaple to live well. and 
Chriſtienly, under pain of Eccleſiaſtical cenſures tobe inflitt.d 
With ſeverity, according to the qualities of their offences.. 


<0 "Ee 


Re EW "CHAP. I11. Sol Fees 
| The Church of England's Complaint «geinft Unconſcienable 
 Simpny«. : p | | 


FJ zour other-courles, "1 ye my Sons, fear of Authoritie | 


may deter you, Conſcience may check you, ſtrift Lawes 

may reſtrain you, _ a ſevere over-fight. may reform. you: in 
chip ftrange, in this (ad miſcarriage of Symony, I have made 
Laws, yet you tranſgrelſe then I have ena&ed, 3t of Q.. 
E. 6, © That if any perfons, bodies Politick or Corporate, _ 
« ſhall or da at any time for anyſumof money. reward,gift, 
& profit or benefhir, dire@lieor indireflie, or for or by rea- 
c lon of any Promiſe, Grant, Bond, Covenant, or other af- 
« ſurance of or for any ſum of monie, reward, gift, profit, - 

| ©* or 


..* FE or benefit whatſoever, direGic or indire@hic, preſent or + 
; « collate any perſon to any Benefice with cure of ſouls,Dig- 
- © nitie, Prebend,or Living Ecclefiattical ; or-give or beſtow 


 <theſame for or in refpe& of any ſuch corrupt cauſe: or 


< conſideration ; that-chen everieſuch Preſentation, Colla- 
<.tion, Gift, &c. ſhould be utterlie void, and cf none effe& 
*<inLaw; and that any perſon accepting of any Ecclefiafti- 
(halkbjudged 
<« a dilabled perſon in Law to have or enjoie any Benehice, 
Yec 


& cal promotion upon ſuch ſordid accounts, 


__ < Digniitie, Prebend, or Living Eccleſiaſticall. — 
ſti!) you truck for Livings, you market for Benefices ; ſtill 
you buy and (ell inthe Temple : this abomination is ſtill 
forbiddeu,and yer till allowed: my Cannons tie from ic by 
an Oath, yet you venture. You ſwear thus : 


I, N. N. doſwear, That T have made no Simonical pay- 
ment, contrat or promiſe, direfily or indirefily, by my ſelf, or 
by aty other to my knowledge, or with my conſent, to any per- 
fort or perſons whatſoever, for or,concerning the procuring .and 
obtaining of this Eccleſiaſtical Dignity, place,preferment, Office 
or Living, nor will at any time hereafter perform or ſatisfie 
&ny ſuch kind of payment, contra or promiſe made by ayy 6- 
- ther without my knewledge or conſent So help me God through 
Feſus Chriit. | "rat; 


Yet yon dovit. Ohyou men of God, can you forſwear this 
. abominable ſin, and yer commic it ? Will you publicklie 
diſown it before God. and the Church, and yet own it be- 

_ tween Fourſelyes and your Patrons ? Shall not God fearch 
-out- this ? Theſe things you do, and God keeps filenee : you 
think he is altogether ſuch a one as your ſelves. Ah, he, he 
will-feprove you ;- he wil! ſer your {:ns in order before you. 
Oh conſider this, ye thac in this forget God ! Oh be ſure. 
your (jus ſhall find yowout. - Shall a man take the name of 
God:in vain, and be griltleſs? Shall a man break his ſo- 
lemn Oath, and be deliver&l? Shall be eſcape.thar doth 
ſuch things ? (ball he proſper ? How will you look that God 
in the face 1n Prayer, whom you have blaſphemed in-your 
Oath ? How can you behold chac Congrega:ion that knows 
vou are forſworn ? What POLE Word of God, and re: 
g£2re 


Can.40. 


xrd notthe Oath-of God !. #2. gain a Parſonage, and: 
fools thy ſoul !: Fo acrain to-a Preferment, ſhall you hazard 
. --more then the whole world 2 | TIES 
x. Fave you never- read that in Afs 8.18 19 20,21,2223.- 
And x hen Stmon ſaw that through iaying on of the Apoitles - 
hands the boly Ghojt was groven,be offered them MONET, ſay- 
' ing, Give me alſo this power, that on whomſoever 1 lay hands, 
' be may reveive:the holy Ghoſt; But Peter ſaid unto'him , Thy 
money periſh with thee, becauſe that thou baſt tbought that the 
giftiof God may be [urchaſed with money; Thou baſh nenher 
part nor lot in tbis matter : for thy beart 'ss not right m the- 
fight of God. + Repent therefore of this wickedneſs 3 and pray 
God.,if-perbaps the-thougbts of thy. beart may be forgiven thee. 
For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the 
bond of imiquitie. You will ſay, 
ObjeQ. Yon buy net any gift or grace,aSimon would have 
done ; but ſome ensouragement 10 exerciſe:your gifts and your: 
PCS. 
3 Sol. Alaſs! is it not the gifz of God you buy? are Tythes 
of God, or are they not ?if they are not,why do you chal- 
lenge them? If they are of God, why do you buy them of men 2 
Shall a:man rob God ? yet ye bave robbed mie, oven this whole © 
Nation. They ſay wherein have we robbed God ?in Tythes 
and Offerings: . The Lay-patron takes from God, and you - d 
take from him : he ſteals from God , you receive fronmr kim. " 
Is it his ? why do 10wſay Tythe belong onely to Miniſters ? * 
Is it the Minifiers ? why doe you pay him for iQ why do you 
Juſtifie his encroachment, betray Gods right, wrong me: and  * 
undoe-your ſelves ?. bo goeth to warfare at bis own cbarge?” 
You do it. . Doe yenor know that they-who minifter about - 
hol; things, live of the things of the Temple? and that fo che 
Lord hath ordained. | that they that preach the Goſpel, . 
ſhould live of the Goſpel? Wir; 6. 
 Obje&. Ideal not with the Patron himſelf, you will ay. 
- Sol. Oh be not deceived ! God isnot mocked: what you 
do by others, you do vour felfes 5: Simon himſelf went not 
to God, whoſe the hoſie Ghoſt was, but to Peter, oneof the 
Stewartls of themanifold gifts of God. 
Objca. Iam Civil to the Steward... 
. Aaſw, How read you, 2 King 520. &'c. Gehazp the ſer- 
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vant of Elifha the man of Go Td, Bebold, my Maier kuib 


ſpared Ngaman. this Syrign, in not receiving at his hands 
that which he brought, but as che Lord livech | will cun 
afcer him, and take ſomewhat of him. So Gehazi followed 
afccr him : and when Naaman ſaw him runniag after hias, 


* he lighted down from the charriot to meer him, andfſaid; 1s 


all well? and hefaid, All is well : my maſter hath ſent me, 


Taying, Behold, even now there be come-c> me from maunc 


Ephraim two-young men of che ſans of the Prophets : give 


thewsl pray chee, a calent of filver, an4 ewo changes of gar- 
ments. And Naaman (aid, Be content. take cwo calents ;. 
and he urged him, an.1 boun4 wo taleats of -fi'ver in two 
bags, with cwo changes of garments, and laid chem upan 


two of his ſervanics, ani chey bare them before him. Ant 
when he came co the cower, he cook them from their hand, 


and beſtowed chem in che houſe ; and he lecthe mza go and 


they deparced. :Buche went in, and ftood before bis Ma= 
fter : and Eliſha faid waco him, Whence comeſt thou, Ge= 
hazi? And he ſaid. ſhy ſervane went no whither.. And he 


. Gi4unio him, Went not my heart with the:, whea the man 


turned again from his chariot to meer thee? js ir a timeta 
receive money, and co receive garments. and olive-yards, 
and vineyards, and (hep, an1 axen, and men-ſervanr, and 


maid-fervants? The l-profie therefare of Naaman (hill 
 clegve unto thee, and unto thy (eed for gyer. And he went 


- 


\Obje&. Tes. let Gobezi look a hos. 


Sol: I> ic a fin in him to receive a gife, and is ic not a fin 


in you to give it ? 
Obje®. I enely laid & wager bought a banſty, merried my 
Patron daughter, or gave bond to refigue. |: > | 

* $8, Fie, fie! Are you called to be Minifters? Doe your 
dutie,.ou may look for your due, and make no terms wich 


: men for whac God freelie gi-es you, Will you add a cheac 
*to your $acriledge * rob God, and Pac 2 trick upon the 


Law # is this, is this co-cbey for conſcience (ake ? 
Obje&. TI oxely bought an Atdvowſon.. | 
Sol. If you cannor buy a Living when ic is voi1, how can 
you buy.ic over ano:her mans head when ic is not ? What 
do you aim. at intne Ma” x" ? No zou aimat the or? 
2 S? 


of 


| Bo ay S. 
ſouls ? thoſe ſouls are- -conide = alreadie. +Do you aim! ' 
ar the benefit of the place ? O unworthie man / What, em- 
btace-the prefene world / is the Tythe a Miniſters ?*what 
need you buy ic aforchand ? Is ic the peoples ? why do you 
take it atal] ?- | Boy { | 

2. And is the Church grown ſo contemptible,that it may 
* be bonghg and fold for money ? Is Preferment rather a prize 
for the Richeſt, then a reward for the Worthieſt ? who will 
fpend their daies in ſerious ſtudie, and their life im weari- 
| ſome retirement, and their eſtates in a chargeable educatt- 
on, and at laſt muſt either buy their preferment, or live neg» 
k&ed,and die unobſerved ? What ingenious man can en- 
dure tedious allowance, unſupportable ' fees, intolerable 
baffles, and nct retire to his cloſer, and there give himſelf to 
diſpondencie and deſpair, curſing the day wherein be was 
born, and the years wherein he_was bred up ; ſaying, as E- 
ljeh ſecretly to his ſoul, Lord, it is enough, take away my 
life, ſince | have out-lived the glory of the Church, the ho= 
nour of my Calling , the encouragements of. Parts and: 
Worth? I cannot live uſefullie; O that I might die + 
eomfortablie! ts 
3. Have | notrue Miniſters,bnt a' Generation of Demaſſes, 
that embrace the preſent world ? Have I nu Miniſters called: 
of God, that will I've upon-God ? none that carr eruſt God: 
with cheir maintenance ? Will you all erowch for the Prieſts 
office onely, that you may eat a:Morſel of bread? will you 
all degrade your (ever,*and buy.and ſell your ſacred per- 
forns and employments ? Juſtlie would the Catholick-Chnrch 
have degraded-yon, Can. ap, 10- Conc. Chalc. 2. Conc, 4u- 
reaſ. 14- Andgui you go-on making merchandize of the 
Word? and&wmtl you go on inthe Miniſtrie, out of #lthy 
tucre, and not out of a ready mind ? | 
Thus, thus are my worthie Sonslaid afide, the unworthie 
are promoted :' my people periſh, my Religiondecaies, my 
. £enemics break in upon me, and have ua here and there 
one to ſtand by me. Theweak. the ſcandalous that came _ 
in by $;/mon), betray me. Oh ſacred Majeftie,O ye the ho- 
mnourable Nobilite, O ye worthie Gentlemen, let it be your 
honour that yor-canuilpoſe of Livings to the glory of God, 
the honour of the Churcb, and your own comfort*3+ let it 
Fi | | be- 
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&.X0 r of God, the dangewot.the Church,and the. 
ruine of ſouls, -'Oh;ye. ingenious Migiſters,, content jour 


' ſelves rather chat you deſerve Preferment, then endeavour 
to enjoy them in this vile, unworthie- and. dangerous 
_ way} never ſtoop to theſe low terms: be rather buried in 
at) honeſt privacie, then appear with a publick infamie. Nox 


-.,: H#unc & olomſic erit-. Ohſfacred and auguſt Authocritie of 


Kingand Parliament, own your former Laws ; vindicate 
your Authoritie ; meet, meet this drooing miſchief; et 
a watch upon-Patrons and their Stewards; frown upon the 
reaching, Clergie.; find out che Panders of Sywory: that lie 
abouttown, and ſet up as ir. were an Officefor abomineci- 
on. Take heed, Oh ye Patrons, how you. lay. the Childes 
portion in a Parſonage, and devour that which is boly, and 
after that make enquiry; forcing the hopeful Youth . co be- 
gin with Perjurie, and commence with Sacriledge. Oh ! 
words fail me : I muſt leave with you.the excellent Fewe!'s 
words to Queen Elizabeth, 1561. _ T4 


The Livings of ſuch as are in the Piniftry , are not im 
thefr hanvs to whom thep are due : they ſelvom paſs now a- 
dates from the Patron, if he be no better then a Gentleman, 
but either fo2 the Leaſe oz pzeſent money, @Dgch Perchaits 
are bzokeon into the Church of God, a great deal moze into# 
lerable then were they whom Ch2it whipt out of the Tem- 
ple, Thus they who ſhould be carefnll foz Gods Church; 
that ſhould be Patrons to p2ovide foz the eonſctences of the 
people, and to place.among them a learney Pinifter, who: 
might be able-to p2each the Wo2d to them.ta ſeaſon and out 
of ſeaſon and. to fulfil his Piniftry,. ſeek their own, and nof 
that which 4s Jeſus Chaifts 3 they ſerve not Jeſus Ch2iſt,. 
bnt their telly : and this is.done not in one County, fn one 
place. but thzoughout all-England, Dh mercifull Gov, whe: 
ther will this grow at'the ſt » Af the miſery which this 
Plague wozketh,would reach but to one Age.it were intolc# 
rable ; it will be a Plague to Poſterity ; ft will be the decap 
anddeſolation of Gods Church. Poung men ſe this, and: 
thep are weary and diſcouraged, thep divert their tudies -@-- 
nother way, I know your. Gzaee heareth.not of On 
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the Goſyet vifcrevited; and this noble | 
was famoasfo; the name of Learning,l{keiy to come to fuch-. 
fano2ance and barþary. as Hith not beeq heary of f1anp mee 


io" 


ers; aw» J hope Gov Wwfll wozkfa yoar ns heart foms = 
remedies An rh6 1 lot her tolls the ſdehots or reve, Ls 


ſaken,' th? Tharch aeolate, *he People Wito and diſmayed, 


mozy befoze onr time, Pa? fouls are veft{tute without & 
Gatoe , the affitees in coafcience have no:e'to quiet them 3 


they grow wito and favage as a people that hath no Gov ; 


thep are commanv?d to chmnae thcetr Rettcfon, and foz tack 
of taffructton thzp know not whither to tarn them, Oh if 
the Kingdom of Gov be not wo!thy to be pzomoted, per the 
Kingoom of Satanis wozthy to be © 20wn. mo 

Dh our Polkerity (hill rae, th*t ever ſuch Fathers went 
befoze them ; and Chzonfcies will repo2t this mifcarrtage : 


| tcp ſhall leave ft wiitten in whole ti;me and ta whoſe reign 


£3;is was dunc. DO! if we graw fs barbarous th:t we confiver 
not this, 07 be not abte to v2aw it into Lhzontcle ;/ pet for 
reign N-tions will not ſpare to w2ite this, and patlith it to 
our everiaſting rep2oach any ſhame. By theſe means f02s 
reign power which by Gons mercy this Realm ts veltverey 
from.Gall be bzonght npon us: the truth of God ſhall be ta- 
kcnawap;the holy Drripture barnt and confame tnfire; a 
marvelious vkAkneſs and calamity maft ne vs enfue. 

Dj that your Grace might behoiv the miferable pfſo2der cf 


- Go3s Thirch! o2 that you mfnbt fe the catamities that will 


enſae! It is a Us hetgae Kingdom, and ſacha part as fs 
the pzop and wn} f the reſt. IJ wilt faptopyonr P> jeftp. ag 
Cyrillus fome*ttnes ſatd to the gonly Emperogrs Theodo- 
rus amd Valentinian: Ab ca quz ergs Deum eft pi-tate reip; 
veſtrz ſtatus pendert. Pati are our Gavernour,yon are the 
Nurſe of Govs Churcy : We muſt ope? this 'rricf befoze 
pou. aad God knoweth wheth:cr it may be redzeſced. i ts [ft 
g:ow ſo lo'1g , ft {s goae ſs far: but if tr may be remefſep, 
there fs no other but your Pighneſs that can renzefs tt. 


& > 


| The Definition of Symonie. : 
OYmonie 1s an intencive defire or purpot to'buy or fell 
CI a ſpiritual Living, or.any Corporz! thing annexed ro the 
Cliurch.——=Grat.4it.1.p.2.91. Zanch,de inter. cultn,Concil, 
compl, SeA.43.dec.cont.Nic.can.$'96. 5 CHAP, 
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fe-Gnet of Gaglatds {aint againft Encroathing Plu- 
þ 2? * paliries;. Foc | : 

ET E your potrion,oh my Sons in this life. or-is it in another ? 
Els che ſatisfaSion your immortal ſouls look for in the'em- 


 prie,rainglow and periſhing contents of this world,or inche 
Fn gh ad everding 
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miſcrable,the moſt comemptiblegnd moſt deceicfull : if in 


- - another;why fo many Itaperial Laws, fo many Eeclefiaftical 


| Canons, ſo many-Decrees of Councils , fo many fevereRe- 
proofs /from Fathers and-Ciſuilts, fo many Complaints and 
Reproaches ,. fo many Laws and Injun&ions, ſo many At- 
tempts and Eideavours in Parliament theſe fixtic years a« 
| ary your Monopdlie of Livings and Plufalicies of Bene- 
ces? Why do you heap upon your felves this envie ? Why- 
- ' do you provoke theſt Reprozches? I provided for you libe- 
ralthe; I checked thoſe that oppoſed your triaintenance; ſea- 
Toneblie;1 encouraged your Induſtrie and Merit carefu'lie, 
 beyon1any reformed Church in the world ; 1 reſtored you 
tn. your Righcs haniſomelie , | ſecured your Rights legallic: 
Fill not this facisfie you? will not this concent you?. | 
x. It's bur latefje that you were thought -uncapable of one. 
Living; and now threesfotr, five, cannot ſuffice you. It's noe + 
ce you mafitedinitceffarics, and Yo. yoa now heap up - 
ſaperflaicies ? Latety yourould mot provide for your Fami- 
lies ants,. and dot” you'now provide for their Exceſs and 
Pride ? Have yow forgot how latchie you graſped all;and you ' 
boft all 7* Alas {Alas HCMC 10423 | 
- ; He mpiacy Sie: bread -out of your Brahrens mourhs, - 
and will zou ftarve yon? fellow-ſeryants? Are you Minis 
fters? ſo are chey. Are yoau' Orthodox 7 fo zrevthey. Are 
you Loyal ? ſoarethey. Have'yon been conftan: ? -fo have - 
they. ' Are you ſerviceable to the Church ?- they more; #_ 
tebours more ab\inMulans. On tow manie excellent men'who 
out-hved the-lace miſcries, Artiches,Commicrees, Sequeſtra+ 
tions, Proteſtatjons, Covenams, Engagements, lingring oat - 
their [rves, laden. and atmoſt oppreli- worn out.and quire - 
tired-with the burthen- of yexrs, cares feares, la —_ ne- - 
Celtics * 


— 


| 02, "on everkal joyments of the other-world ? If- 
1a this life _ have hope only you are of all men rhe moſt- 


ceſſities and afflicions,are KS 24 to die inobſcuritie,want. 
and contempr, as if the S6nsof the Church of England wan- 
cd onlie this tomake up themeaſure'of their ſafferings Thor 
they ſhould be undone when the Church is reftored! How ma< 
ny hundreds ſober and able men are laid aſide, and con- 
remned by ſome as Orthodox, and deſpiſed by others as © 
poor?, whomche people would. relieve,; but that they are 
faithful co me : whom I would relieve, buechacEam (wal- 
lowed up by you, When, you look big with your aban-- 
dance and ſuperfluitie, and gloriein your preferments how - 
- manie hundred able and ſober men are aſhamed of their 
Order and FundQion,are wrapped up in poverty anddiſcon- 
tent, and loſt in poor emploiments? whoſe faithful labours 1 
want, whoſe ſober converſations. might honour me, whoſe 
diligence and care might reſtore me, whoſe reaſon nd 
learning might uphold me,whoſe powerful reaching might _ 
eſtabliſh me, whoſe ſelf-denial and > 085 $964 to publick 
good mighe ſave me. AJas,Sirs, let none.of you think of bim - 
ſelf more highly then be ought to think, but. t6 think;ſoberly, 
according as God bath dealt to every man the meaſure of faith, 
for as you bave many members in one brdy, and all members 
have not the ſame office ; lo | being made of many, am one 
bodie in Chriſt, and evercie one inme is a member one of 
another. You, my Sons, having then gifts differing accor- 
ding to the grace that is given you, whether Propheſie, &+c, 
whythal not they that prophefte be encouraged according t9 
the proportion of Faith ? or Miniftrie, why ſhould not all 
be encouraged that wait on the Miniſtrie?. or they that teach, 
on teaching ? or they that exhort, on-exhortation? The bo- 
die is not one member, but manie : now hath God- ſet.the 
members in the bodie as it pleafeth him ; and if they yere 
all ove member, where were the bodie ? the eie connot fa yto 
the head, I-haveno need of thee 3 nor againe the head to 
the feet, I haveno need of -you. | Nay, much more thoſe. 
members of thebodie which ſeem co. be more feeble,. are 
neceſſary3 and thoſe leſs hononrable, upon theſe we ought. 
to beſtow more abundant-honour. And our uncomelie 
parts have 2 more: abundant comelineſfs : for our: comelie 
_ parts have no.need, but God hath tempered the bodie toge=- 
ther, having giyen more abundant honour to that part 
which 
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which laekedgthat there Cao erfehinin the;body;,buv- 
that the menibers ſhould have theGme 'care one 'for anos 
ther: i-:/Now ye; my:Sons, arethe bodie of Chrift,and ntemd 
bers in particutar : and Ged hath ſer ſome! inthe Churchy 
firſt; Apoltles'; ſecondarily, Prophets : thirdly, Teachers : 
- Area Apoſtiei3-arealÞPtophecs/? are all; Teachers ?are all 
provided for 2 Oh cover earnetb)y the bettGifcs; nothe beſt: 
Livings! And yet{ cauld ſhew yow a more; excellentuayis 
-2Whyisthac: Preferment engroſſed: by one, which might! 
maintain Twentie'? Why are thoſe Revennes. loſt upon the 
folly; vanitic and ſuperfluitie of one: familie, -which might! 
provideffor the h_—_ occaſions of five ?: Oh: Fuftice;:the t-5 | 
qual Diftcibuter-of Aﬀtairs,whither:arcthoufled ! Oh'Equty;? 
whitherarcthowretired 3:14 fn bl Lo loco yon 
3, If you confider:not the fin, do you confider the:con-' 
ſequences of theſe miſcarriages; the envie chat: you-aJrea#: 
die hank nunder:; the occaſion/given;tintothemi thacktek oc»? 
cations which hath alreadie diſgraced yaw tht greatdifs:; 
cantent:thatalveadie eridangereth; you. Have not your e>:; 
- nemies tozour Order, Calling and Judgement; and - tail , 
you incenſe yaur friends ? Mult your provoke:that Ga thac 
. hathi hktaberco-upheld: your Order and:/Funftion, : by abzilirig:; 
the maintenance; be allows for: his ſervige .and-:(ervants to: 
your owradvanicage ? Muſt you diſpleaſe bis, lacred Majes! 
{:e, by approprizingtoa; few i!1 beloved perſons: for who& 
ſake his Majeltie:18 thought the worle of, -thar%encourage- 
ment,which might be equallie beſtowed ijpon wellegelerving - 
and well-beloved, . who. mjgnt:190-each, Parifhceach his!ſiub:-: ; 
je&s their dnue faichfulliczperſwade chemo obeditgce fics;, 
cefsfu}lie;. and ſettle ;thent iy che Doane of Government: 
acc-rding to the great Principles of Chriſizar'tic, maſt-haps:' 
pilie? Muſt you provoke your Brethren of the;Clergie:to-. _ 
diſcoiitent,- by. toking vp all the .encquragements, of:thaiz: 
Stadieg,all chetr emploiments and hopes? - Hom:maniehopes;! 
full-zoung men in Citie and Countrie are torced eithertto.. 
want, or, which is worſe, to live upon your .fanall Penſions, 
and ſcant allowance-; -anJ, what 1; natural 'f,zr-Paris, an4 
Ingenuitie, in want to deſpair their forcunes, and. to envie.}. 
yours ?;, How readilie doe -chey now, hopeleſs of any-regular :; 
fayour,-applic themſclves.to popular applauſe, the;their.. * 
471944 | NE co npli- 
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eatdpliance mayi gaznechacc among thoprogle which their 
merit 'conld not-among you? Dot nat. you; w:the:peo- 
pie forſake you, as Selt-Seckers?: howthe:. Gentry cenſure 
you, as [[nconſcionable? how:the Clergie abhor yow;asIn= 
vaders of their places.and'/prefermemts?:Do you-not ſee that. 
the Law:can hardlie ſecyge you? that arthoritiecan-ſcarce- 
lie defend-you fromalbthe affronts and: baffles that, Malice: 
and-Furie do ſuggeſt co an incenſedpeople?; the-adverfaries- 
_ triumph, the-manie Friends I'have weep,.the Sober and/Se- 
riousare amazed to (ee fourſcoreor an hundred: odious men: 
fillingupe whole: Church, Do you amagiane thoſe manie 
active menwill reſt in a-diſpirited,-poor,mendicant,decaied, 
dejeSed and vexacious: condition? Doe not.zau fear their 
melancholie thought, their retrived contrivance; - their for- 
lorn meetings? You know there are none fo dangerous as: .. 
the diſcontented; Scholars. . Monopolie isthe Ruine of the - 
State 3 Pluralities are:the' ruine of the Church 3- the \ 12P 
nerefſicates the indipent -Subje&to dangerous courſes and: 
praQiſes ; the other, cthe-poor. Scholar teas dangerous dif-- 
courſes and choughts.. 4 IR F 
| Is it not enough that mens late malice and'inſolencie a-' 
inſtthe Miniftrie- reduced them to want: and: concempe, 
t that (to-myſhame, whoam bleſſed of God: with: abun- 
dance and honour) one final} part of 'the-Miniſtrie. ſhould- 
reduce the'other to ſmall Contributions, poor Dependen- 
cies z ſo-uncertain and ſo baſe, that men'of ingenious ſpirits- 
and Jearniag- muſt deteſt them, who cannot endure when 
they do their work to- beg for their wages, not without ſor- 
did compliances and flatteries with vile men in their-vileſt ] 
humours2?: Oh look upon the poor: Curates, and their Fami- 
lies ; what is their porcion of the proſperity we now enjoy: ? 
Alas, they liveby Gods mercy, and mens charitie. How 
deſpicable is their-Calling ? How. little their Authoritie 2- 
how inconfiderable their. Inſtru&tions? howſucceſs]:fſe their 
Do@rine ? how uncreditable. their Lives? Doe not you ſee 
that pour fellow- Miniſters under theſe neceflitics will not 
long be able-to afſert the honour of their Calling; and that 
no after- Generation will ſacceed to inherit their poverty 
and pains, unleſs ſuch as will farther debaſe the-Dignitie of 
/ the Fun&ion:? What, muſt all the: ingenious Miniſters be- 
i Stipen= 


"= IO A 5 IN nt . . I = OO F . 2 , 4 we 4 Bev FG 
- - 4 : 0 P 


ES gs | 2: WI 
.Scipendaries! The: Faltion AZ no more. Muſt they 
have onely their allowances? Anarchie could have'tonc 
-no more. Are you reſtored to reduce yoirr| felfow.:ſervants 
_ .tothat penurie :by a Law, which Fanaticks woutd have 
brought them to wichour'Law-? They wanted only chismi- 
ſery,to be undone by their Brechren, -and periſh by them 
.of their own -profeſiion. ” 4p? * MOT-IA FE 
Qbje&, Theſe:poor amen, you witl ſay, are. providet#for an- 
' ſwerable to their Parts, © | ET TM gt 
Anſw. Have they Parts for the Calling of Miniſters, and 
have they not Parts for the Maintenance-of Miniſters FCan 
/.chey preach the Goſpel, and can they nat live by the Gof- 
pel?. Ave they worthie to diſcharge your Cures, and are 
4< they not” worthie'td enjoy them? I 
5... Do youdefire the advantage of ſo many Benefices, or 
do you defire:the charge? 'if the advantage, then the poor 
Separaciſt was mn the right, when he called you Hirelags; 
then indeed you make merchandiſe of ſouls ; then you are 
the greateſt Fuglers and: Deceivers in the world; and you 
laugh among your felves;i(as the Thiſcan Sooth-fayers,) 
and confer Notes, as'that. Pope with his Cardinal ſaying, 
How much gain doth this Fable of Chriſt bring us ? —— and 
ar ſouls ſhould avoid you asthe ſhadow'of death. What, 
thall-l/hear him whoſe godlinefſein gain ! whoſe-God is his 
. bellie / whole faith is advantage ! whoſe hope is'onely jn 
this world / His watehmen are blind, they are ignorant;they 
| are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; ſleeping, lying down, 
- Jovingto ſlumber :-*yea, they are preedie doggs which- can 
Never have enough, Wnd-chey are ſhepherds that cannot nn- 
aerſtand': they all look for their own way; every one for his 
[gain from his quarter. Come ye, fay they, I will fetch wine, 
and we will fill our ſelves with ffrong 'drink; and tomor- 
row ſhall be asthis day, and much more abundanttie, Eſay 
$6. 9, 1O, 11, 12." me iis Ps 
if che;Charge, do you know what you d>? do you know 
that you muſt watch'over-the Congregation as they that 
muſt give 4# account ? ſo many Benijices, fo many more 
hundrees of ſouls that you muſt anſwer for? Do you know 
- #whar-it15 to anſwer the great God for an immortal ſoul ?do . 
xou know what is to give'an account of the purchaſe of 
ens. Cath G 2 Chriſts 
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++ Chriſts blood Kt do YOu (2k So). the work, what is the 
-&harge of n Minifter- A; Oh pooy:fouli'! you comdider' nor 
2 Khother ſore: have not; accuſe yorrta God, whom:/you ne- 
oven ſaw whether foulk under your charge/are notdaily' go- 


ing to;another-work!, with doleful complaints againſ} you, 


_ {whom you never knew ; whether any in Hell do not cry ont 


againlt you, whom you never ſaw :.chouſinds:;haveiappea- 
 xed, before the Judgement-ſearab God, exculing themſelves. 
with your faults, though you lay itnot ta heart; alleadpin; 
' that they ſaw no more Religion in the world then Intereſt 
- andGain, they knew not what to do-to beiſaved. Alas,3ou 
-prenor ſenſible chat there may he:hiindreds in Hellthat you 
looked nat after, ,cur{ing the day: that ever you were born, 
that ever you were ſent into the world; that there ſhould be 
ſo many Wretches that lived only-to damn men, If it.be a 
Charge you delire, why doe you not attend unto that flock 
over which the holy Ghoſt made you overſeers ? Why doe 
y9u,notin that: calling. wherein-you are called abide with 
God ? Is it poſſible for you. to ſerve two Cures ?- you will 
hold tothe one, and deſpiſe or SG the other : and is it 


. poſſible for zou to be ſaved ? Lord, what if you gained the 
world at the rate of undoingſouls ? Dg you - conſiderithat |, 


the bread. you eat 1s the price of foulz? How can you ear 
with comfort, and think; Oh ſome of my; charge may benow 
going to.Eternity,and.] prepared them not:? How can you 
ſleep ſecurely, and think, Some of my charge'tnay awake to 
morrow in another world, whether of wo or weal I know 
gat? How can you die peaceably, and-think,- Jhere ha!l we 
weet the many ſouls that have gone before us ouf of our Con- 
gregetions? Oh where are ye, Qimmorrcal fouls ? with God, 
cr forever departed from the peſence of the-Lord !- Oh did 
you ever read that.of. St. Bernard, Dui hon unns ſed plures 
in beneficiis, non unusſed plures in ſupplictis ? If you pity nor 
me cnce againe by theſe courſes decaying,. if you Pity not 
poor ſouls by ahts means periſhipg, :Qh picy.,your felves,and 
have mercy upon yourown ſouls:. Alas, that men ſhould 
be educated chargeably, ſhould ſtydy diligently, {hould be 
ordained folemnlie co.delude fouls, to mock (God;to deceive 
the world,and.undo menysfor two,or three.or four lundreds 
pounds yeerlic, during afhort life ! that you ſhould appear 
| | In. 
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ſeaſonablie,;to converſe with them ulefullie, .to relieve them 

charicablie, to dire& them carefullic.” Ah! iu. que nos reſer- 

vamur tempora | Now, now my people are negleged, my 

buildings are ruined, my hoſpicalitie is loſt, my authoricie 

is ſhrunk and faln, and the Church of Exgland is thought 

[© to be nothing elfe but the intereſt of a few crafty Clergie- 
men,. ordering all.things to their þeſt advantage. ...... 

Though Exvy may know, and frejudice it. felſmay con(i- 
der , -4 am a Church made up of. godly and religious men : 
Princes,Nobles,Genery,Biſhops, Miniſters and people,main- 
taining an Orthodox Doarine; a Primitive Government, a 

. pure and orderly, Worfhip, a (ſevere Diſcipline, and.a Chri- 
- tian Commuynicn in, Word, and Sacrament. who have for- ,/ 
' bid theſe extravagancies; by wholſome Laws, checked them 
+ by ſevere Canons, and diſallowed them by fair and juft 
means imaginable. In-the darkeſt and, moſt ſuperſtitious . 
times, |: ordered, That ao Monks,i.e, idle perſons, ſhould take 
Livings of: Baſhops., or appropriate the Revenues of them to 
tbemſelves 3 but that the Prieſis ſerving in thoſe Cures,and the 
Churches,might be provided with ork, \e'grs | 
Do you know why Monks were pulled downin H.8.time? SK 
Lay ito heart,l beſeech.you;for, many Jook for your fall to9. 
1.T hey werg acculed for, rngrofing Wealth and irade;and 
do you hear whaz.che world faithof you? 2.They were a 
, 7 _ CiUttca: 
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.enifed for rei ON be hee ch 
ing, as miniltring matrer of 'Schiſms ant Diſpures,ond mag- 
nifying their own performances of 'Pxayer and Devorion -: 
-by which, and other Artifices , they undermined the poor 
Prieſts, and procured that many Churches preſentative,with 
their Glebes and Tythes., were appropriated to.their Co- 
vents, leaving but a poor pitrangs for the'Pariſo-Vicar, T his 
was the vecafton of the firit Impropriations; [| pray God your 
tareleſnefs doth not occaſion-another. | 
Oh remember Robert Whigifts, the Abbot of Welow's 
ſpeech, who was wont-to ſay, Thet they and their Religion 
could mot long eontmuebecauſe (laid he JThave read the whole 
Scripture over and over,aud never found that Monafteries(and 
1 may adde Phuralities) were founded by God : for (faid the 
honeſt Abbot) every plantmg which my beavenly Fatber hath 
ot planted, ſhallbe reoted up. 
” Do you remember-that Lay-parkament in King H.$. his 
time? wherein the Nobles and Commons affembledfignified 
to the King, That the Temporal profeſſion of Abbors,Priors, 
8&c. vainly ſpent , would iuffice co 'finde x50 Earls, 1500 
Knights, 6200 Eſquires, 100 Hoſpitals * Doe you 
thoſe Mock-partiaments that "often confidered how many. 
1000 men your Tythes (ill beftowed -upon you, as they 
thought) would maintain? You were once undone, 
now are you matle whole + T beicech youzmy Sons, finne no 
more,leſt a worſe thing come amto you. . | 
Biſhop Fewel on x Theſ, p7s. 
Foraſmuch-brethren-as we were kept/from youfor a ſea- 
ſon concerning fight, but not in hearc, we are enforced the 
more to {-e your face with great defire. Therefore we:would 
| have come unto you, I Pax!, at leaſt once or twice ; but 
Satan hindred us.'Sarh a 31 and care had he over the peo- 
plc of God, Dh tn what cafe then orethep that are carcleſe, 
ard hane-no regard of the people of Gay! Which hunt after 
Liviiics, and bend not themfeives to dogod'/ which ſerve 
| their own hclly,and Tre k'to be rich, and eat np the people cC\ 
a "God ©s if they cre bzrad ! They cannot ſap thep have a 
deſire to ſre the face of their flock, and that their heart is 
with them: howfcevar thep-find time foz2 other -maticrs; 
thep can never take thme'to know their ſhiep, andth doe des 
* we2 


they think not of them ; thep plant not,they water nA; they 
watehnot; theyrrive-no-warning of the dangers -at-haiid: they 
teach: themmot ta-veny. all” ungodlineſs am-wozlboly iuſts, 
aud ta live ſoberly , rightcouſip and godly in:this pzeſent 
wozls. It: were happy if all-ſach were removed out-of: the 
Charch af God.: thoy deffropthe ſouls; anm/leav themto. dee 
Kiruction by theiv negligence; Whataccomt ſhall they gite 
- mto-Govlfox \ thoir 153zktheen-2 Where ſhall they 
ffand-02: what wtiil thep-fap:when heſhail bid them make a 
{trait account * This is the-p2actiſe of Satan; he uſeth-all- 
means to ſnare us,and withvzaw ns from thathloſſed:hope-: 
ſometineshe- letteth tho encreaſe of the Ooſpelghp railing 
up tyamits,an difquieting the Church of Go mg 
the heart/of ſudh; as: are-in« Authozity: to peri by all 
means the: teachers-of. the Goſpel of Ch2if, Again, when 
Gov: oives:peace and quietneſs-to-his-Chnrch,holeaveth the 
D verlcers of 'the- people to a'fo2getfuineſs of their vufy;- to 
ſek the pleaſures amp velight of this life; and to have na res 
gard of the w6;kefthe 02d :-' ſuch ocraſten the Devil ſeeks 
eth to hinder our faivation>, and to withſtand. the truth-and 


 ICHAP. V. 
The-Cbureh of England's refentment of Non-reſidence: 
- my Sons, || haveino pleaſure in expoſing you ; yet 
have Ino pewer to:excuſe you: you lniorchad I have 
charity for you;tharſuferab long,that is kind,that'is 108 ea5 
fily: provoked; thinketb no-evil, beareth all things, believeth all - 
things; bppeth:all rhings, endureth all things. Alas! what ſhal}- 
I db now my peqple-complainzmy adverſaries reproach;my 
Severaign is diſplealed? my Nobility and Genery are incen- 
ſed:; and where-ever-I-curn my ſelf, Complaints are made, - 
Petitians are drawn-np,. Jealoukes are whiſpered; and\ Fears 
arCmurmured/? If I ſhould bold! my peace Tſhould be thought” 
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| altogether ſuch a ong as you are: if I ſhould ſpeakgmny tongue | 


fails. me. lam ina great ſtrait; yet yow had better hear your 
reſcarriages faichfally reproved by me,to your-reformation, - 
chen mali-ioufly aggravated: by others-to your deſtrution. 
My words may he-ſmart,yec they-erewholſomey leverethey- 
s + * may / 


wank of: the-Pluiiry among: them-- they cars. notifog.thew 
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niay'be, yet kind you hear 'me- 
more then Ifpeak:;to you with; 17 2 | 
1(21n; It's Gd that after ſo-m 21y Council: zDecrees. (as Carth.* 


6. Tol-6.:Chalc.7. Nis. 35; $ardic. rg." after fo many Fachers' 


charge; as Hjer. com. 2.f' 111. Ang-7.4- 1 B 16. Atban.'in 
Fo.7.Naz. apol,p-16. Cp. Ep.8. Greg. de curd paſtor ali paſ- 
ſim ) after fo many-provitiens of;Parliaments, .as zo Hem, 9,7 
4 32 EL. 6. fo many complaints from! friends and foes}: ag? 
| z1'Q. El, 3 K. 7. 129 H6. a ſin ſo diſhoftourableto your* 
 profefſion, fo dangerous to Church'and State, ſo Clearly re- 
pugnant to-your | Callings as; Non-refidence is, ſhould yet - 
beinamed amongi} you! j if it ot OG OO OE REGED 
34 As, 3+ you read that in AG 20.25. Take heed to.'yony , 
= [I the: flock, over which the holyiGholt h4th:rha ds" 
you ov rs,to feed the Church of God-which be bath\purth a- | 


ſed with his own blood? 8&c. Take heed,be not abſent;negle 
not. - Do you conlider where yon-are, what you; have taken 
upgn you? Qver:which the-baly Gboft + hath'the holy Ghoſt: 
ſer youover ,your flogks,1and do you forfake'theri ? hath 


Heayerr intrufted them to you, and doe you” negleft chetii ? 
Overſeers and yet come not neer your look ? Biſhopk, and 


never viſic them? To feed the —_— of God,that Churtlifor : 
a, 


waole ſake the world is uph el what a_char ge.have FOou- 
undertaken ! and wil! youw be unfaichful ro this charge? are 
you Stewardgof Gods own Familie? 0h #'s required" df i 
Steward that be be found faithful, 1 Cor. 4- 2 Rave'you the 


conduy&.of thoſe Saints. that muſt live for. ever with God in 


olorie, and will. you. negle& them? .' Areyhe fouls 'dff men 
thought meet:to lee his facein.glorie, and aEthey nor wor. 
thie of your atmolt gare and pains? Oh if. you' keep beafts 


you might ſay chey areſcarce-worth looking after; bur do | 
you think ſo of the ſouls of meny, of the Church of God, the * 
peculiar. people, the holy Nation ? JYbich be hath purchaſed 


with his bload ;. God: the, Son hach _purchaſed' the Church 
with his blood,and gillnot.you lopk to it ? Whar,Sirs, will 


ye diſpiſe the bloud; of Chriſt? Shall che price of his bl:+ud 


be loſt? Hath Chriſt died for fouls, and ſhall I not ſwear ? 
Are my people they which Chriſt came from Heaven to ſave, 
and ſhall nor 1 go frgm-che Citie, fromthe Court, &c: to 
ſave them 3; Oh whiatidoe I hear, :may youſay, / whet ivmay 
- 604 bs be 


ich ſorrow, bat not with 
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#- debauched, and a King.lome almoft oves 
= fins ſaid to Buint, Varus, Buintili Var red? 


be one of my poor flock ue whom Chriſt died ? © - 
After my depariing(ſaith the Text)grievous Wolves ſhall enter 
in among you. not ſpering the flock; Oh, Sirs, do you not know 
cthatthe Jeſuice is bulie,thatthe Seducers are many ? Why do 
you forſake the flocks? Are you reſolved co ruine me 2 Firſt, 
you diſpleaſe the people, then you leave-them open to any ſe; 
ditious or. taCtious perſons that will improve their prejudice, 
diſcontents and weaknefſe, totheir own advantage. 'Ie's true, 
ou ſubſtitate your Curates : bur, alas, poor men, they are 
hardlic able tolive, much lefſe co diſpute : cheyare hardlie 
able to furniſh themſelves for Sermons, much leſs for Contro- 
verhies: beſides that, they are ſo contemptible, that I 'may 
here very pertinent!te alledge chat of Ecclef. 9.13... | -* + 
Oh that you: ſhould bitray his Majcſties intereſt and my 
cauſe,and leave his ſubjefts and my peopleto theremprations 
of thoſe men who with good words and fair/ſpeeches deceive 
the hearts of the tmple,with feigned werdsm:king merchan- 


dize of them ! Can you ſtay in Court or Ci nd:leaye poor 
Neighbours perverted, honeſt men Si, j 


ood ſubjects 


hegiones 3 {o: his 
Majeſty, fo L (if yer vou will hear-me) ſay uno you 2, Ohre- 

ſtores the many ſouls which\by your neg!e& we. have 1 (1 

Oh reſtorethat peace whi arr careleſnels we. want 7? 
Oh reſtoreus thac puricieof Do@rine and Worſhip, which by 

publick and private diJigence you might have (ſecured ! while 

you are all:ep, the enemie ſowerh hiodbres ; while you fleep, 
your ruine {[umbersnot ; while you ride to and fro ſceking 

that preferment your ambition may picch upon, your adver+- 
ſary the Devil and his © miffaries goes to and froſerking whon 

he may devour. You compals Sea and Land for /Fealth, your 

adverſaries compaſs Sea and Land for ? roſelytes. 

And did not the Jate times fJander.you? and are you Hise- 
lings indeed? He thet is an Hireling, and not the ſhepherd,whoſe 
own the ſheep are wort,ſceth the wolf coming, and leavetb tbe ſheep 
and-fleeth, and the wolf catcheth them, and ſcattereth the ſheep, 
The Haireling fleeth becauſe he is an Hireling,and careth not for 
the ſheep. Joh.10. Ohof yourown (elves do-men arif: ſpeaking 
| perverſe things :0 draw-away Diſciples after them. Therefore 
watch; and remembergthac int oy Primitive timesfor: woſpacy. 
$6.29 ; 4 0 


© nighr and day withteers 7 and chey-could; ſay to their. Con- 


of many years che Miniſters ceaſed not to warne every one 


gregations,We take you to record that we are pure from the blood 
of all men; for we bave not ſhunned to declare unto you the whole 
counſel of God. -We have coveted no mans filver or gold, nor ap- 
rarel, As 20. | : | 

2. Arenot you them thatwatch for mens ſouls ?. and doe 
you not look after them ? Are you to watch over then fo asto 


. pive an account ? and do you leave them ? are you the Angels 


of the Church, ſent forth to miniſter to them who ſhall be 
heirs of ſalvation and to behokd the face of their father which 
is in Heavemand do you not regard them?Angels,and earthly? 
Angels, and yet worldlie ? Are you the Souldiers of Chriſt, 


and'do'you intangle your ſelves in the affairs of this life ? Are. 


you ordained to preach the Goſpel ? a neceſlicie is laid upon 
you, and wo ts you if you preach not the Goſpell. _ Are you: 
Stewards of the manifold gifts ofGod.and-do younot remems- 
ber that you muſt give an account of your Stewardſhip, for 
you ſhall be no longer Stewards? Are you. in Chriſts ſtead,. 
and yet fo careleſs of his people? Ah if Chriſt had ſerved you 
fo, what had become of you ? what had become of the world ?: 
3. Do you love the Lord Jeſus Chrift and yet not feed hig 
flock ? Simon Peter, loveft theu me ? ſeed 'my lambs. Simon Pe+ 


ter, loveft-thou me ? Thou knoweſt, O Lord,thet Tlove thee : feed-. 


»1y ſheep.” Have you any kindneſs for your peoplesſouls ? Do 
you-nort hear them cry, Come and help us ? Are they your joy, 
your Crown, your rejoycing ? Oh have mercie. upon them ! 


Do you not hear them ſay, Maſter, careft thou nit that we pe= 


riſþ? We have immortal-ſoulsto looſe, and Ecernitie ro-ha+ 
tard ; careſt thou not that- we periſh? Doeyou wonder that 
your people defert you, when you have foffaken them ?*Can 
you blame them that they ſeparate from- you, who have no 
care"ofthem.? They -muft needs forgec their dutie cowards 


. you, when your have forgocten pours towards them.: No won- 


derif they cleave to their Paſtors and Teachers : forthey find 
none tthe minded, who naturally care for ther ſtate. CY 
O S175, the harveſt of fouls at this time is great > * the-Pre- 
bendeare manyahe Prieſts are many,the Deans are many--+ 
the Eaboxrersare few : Shall I pray the Lord of the harveſtro 
"Yarn yor'out,and ſepd forth Labourers into bis barveft >the fouls 
; that 
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that would be ſaved are many; but they die inignorance,and - 
3 ou are not among them co inſtruft them they die in doubt, 
and. you not neer them to ſatisfiechem ; they die in deſpair, 
- and there is none to comfort them ; they live in diſorder, and 
there is none to guide them ; they arein a ſtate of nature,and 
there is none to reclaime them ; they are weak, and there is. 
gone to ſtrengthen them ;/ they are liable to rempration, and 
there is none co ailiit them co manege their Tempration z they 
aſtray,and there is none to ſeck, them that are loſt; they are 
inthe gall of bicterneſs, and there is noneto relieve them 3 
they are underthe power of Satan, in dargveſs, and there is 
. None tO tarn themto God that they may receive forgiveneſs of 
Js and an inheritance among them that are ſantified by" faith 
e: Chriſt, if God peradventure might give them repentance to 
the acknowledgement of the truth, that they might efcape out of 
the ſnare of the devil ; that ſo they might be converted,end their 
fins be forgiven them. Fain would they hear, that-thetr ſouls 
wight live; but.youare not o—_——_— co preasb ; willing 
are chey to rective.the Sacrament, buc you are not among © 
adminiſter it. They are declining in grace. aud there is none 
to recover them,or in the ſpirtt of meekxeſs to rejtors th:m 3 they 
arc ata loſs,and there is none to a1viſe them ; chey milcarriez 
and there is none to overlee themgto watch over chemo look 
_ to thena 3; they arelick, and there is none to vijit them, to in- 
ſicu& and comfost them ; they are unrulie, and there is none. 
Fo lee chat Church diſcipline be exerciſed upon them. 

. Will you receive the tythes of God,and not do the work 
of God? Will you liveof the Gaipeh and not preach the Goſ> 
peP will you live of che Alcar, and yet not ſerve the Altar? will 
you eat, and yetiot work ? will you. receive .ches given to 
Melchizedec, and yer bleſs not the chil-lren of 4braham that 
pay iwil! you receive the Levites portion and yet wot wait ow 
the Tabernacle,nor ſerve the Santiuarz? Will you have the dou- 
ble honour of Reverexce and Maintenance, and yet not fabour 
in the Word and: Do@rine?Muſt he that is catghe communicate 
unto him-that ceacheth him not in everie good ching? --- How 
can you enjoy thoſe Donations our forefathers mn to Mini- 
ſters for teaching the Word of God,for praying &c. and yet 
neicher.teach:nor pray? 7d. Spel.conc.Br.p. 29:Vid. Iliyr. cent, 
$.6.9.Col.316.Ed. 1624 yp p34 

2 p. 22. 
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 þ22.Bonif- Ep:p.24-Polyd. Virg,l.5-p89 90. Stow, þ.99-vit,Eg, 
alph-Sefi.6 7. Mat;Weſt.Gejt. Br. 2.2: Tilſley 'anim. ſed p.173, 
Speed Hit 7 ©.32-tox Martyral.3/p.136:Pre fat-in Leg. Alfred; 
c.38.Leg-Eccl A 17. Athelffan.Mulmesb. de Geff.br.2.C.11.Gemel, 
þ6.cg Seld.Eadm,Hiji,p.171.K,Bafingft.3. p 186. How will you 
look your Anceſtors in the face » when you have taken their 
gifts, and.neg'<&ed their delires? What, cake the tythe they 
gaves and{ leave:their poſtericy deſticute ! $798 | 
- Ob.You will log e have Curates:and they perform out duty, 
: \Anſ. 1- Curates? what new generation of men are theſe Cu- 
rates? We have ingeed fome Tppboty ſome Apoſtles, ſome E- 
varigeliſts,ſome Paſtors,fome Doctors: but no Curates. Your 
Gopal © my Sons) is, Go ye,and teach all Nations; not 
Go ye,cr ſend your Curates tO teach all Nattons.Hath your Ser- 
vant libertie to bring whom he will to your ſervice, while he 
takes his pleaſure ; and have you libertie to bring whom you: 
will to Gods ſervice, while y ou-take your pleaſure?” Oh Sirs, 
the Scriptures run thus: Sow of Man,T have made thee a watch 
wan to the houſe of Iſr ael:1berefore hear the word of my mouth, 
and give them warning from me, When I ſay unto the wicked, 
Thou ſhalt ſurely die,&* thou giveſt him not warning.nor ſpeakeſi 
to wary the wicked from his wicked way to ſave his life:the ſame 
wicked man ſhall. die in bis miquity,but his blood will I require at 
thine band. Tet if thou warn the wicked,and be turn not from bis 
wickedneſs,nor from hi wicked way, he ſpall die in his miquity, 
but thou haſt delivered thy (onl, Again. when a'righteous man. 
doth turn from bir, ghteouſneſs, and commit iniquitie,and I{ay 
a ſtumbling b.ock, before him, be (pall die :' becauſe thou haſt not 
given-him warning, be ſhall die 1s fin, and his righteouſneſts: 
which be hath done-ſhall not be remembcred: but bis blood'will I © 
require at thine hand. Nevertheleſs, If thou warn the righteous: 
thas the righteous fin not, and he doth not ſin; be hall ſarely live: 
becauſe he is warned; alſs thou hajt de/ivered thy ſoul: T charge 
' thee therefore beſore God, and the Lord- Feſus Chrift, who ſhall 
judge the quick, and the dead at bis appearing; and bis King= 
dom: Preach the Word be inſtant in ſeaſon,out of ſeaſau; reprove, 
rebuke. exhort with all long ſuffering and do@rine. For the time 
will come wben they will not endure ſ\ onnd dofrine.but after their 
ewn-luſts ſhall they heap to themſelves:teachers , having itching 
cars. And they ſpall turn away their ears from. the truth, and 


ſhall 


oe EY (8) DE 
ſhall be turyed tute, fobles:But wm thou in'all things endure af» 
flittions. do.the work of an Evangeliff, makg full proof of thy mi- 
"#1/try.. If you would be laved onely by Curares, then ſerve God 
by Curates : if you may, be damned onelie.by Curates, then 
truſt, your. chargeto Curates, Bur how do you read ?-Son of may 
propheſie againjh the ſhepherds. of Iſrael. prophefie and {ay unto 
tbem,Thus ſaith the Lord God unto the ſhepberds,WWo be to the ſhep- 
 berds of Iſrael,. that do feed themſclues 2. ſhould not theſhepherds 
feed the flocks? Te eat the fat,and ye cloath you with the wool ye 
kill them that are fed : but you feed not the flach. The diſeaſed 
have ye not ftrengthned , xeithir have ye bealed that which was 
fick, nei: her have ye. bound up that which wa broken,neither have 
8 brought again that which wat driven away , neither have ye 
ſought that which was lojt. : but with force and with cruelty have 
ye ruled them, And they were ſcattered, becauſe there is no ſhep- 
berd : and they became meat to all the beafts of the field,when they 
were ſcattered. My, ſheep wandred through all the nountams, and 
xpou every bigh kill; yea, my flack was ſcattered upon all the face 
of the earth,and one. did ſearch or ſeek after them. Therefore ye 
ſhepherds hear the word of the Lord: 4s T live.ſaith the Lord God, 
ſurely becauſe my flock, became a prey, and my flock became meat to 
every. beaſt of the fleldy becauſe there was uo ſhepberd, neither di 
"wy ſhepherd ſearch for my flock;, but the ſhepherds fed themſelves, 
. end fed not my flock: Therefore O ye ſhepherds, hear the word of 
the Lord, Thus ſaith the Lord God, *ehold.T am again} the Lep- 
. 'herds,and I will require: my flock, at their haud,and cauſe them to. 
_ ceaſe from feeding the flock,, neither ſhall the ſhepher-!s. feed them< 
+ (elves any more, for 3 will deliver my flock from their mouth, that 
they may not be, meat for them... | | | | 
. 2. Axe Curates Miniſters, or are they not? if not,why do yon 
employ them? if they are,why dothey'nor live'upon thatmain- 
tenaneethatGod hath allowed Miniſters? You could not endure. 
rationally.in thele Jate times to hear of Stipends, yet now your: 
Brethren muſt be content with Allowances: andwbefides, if they 
are Miniſters,then either they have cure of ſouls, or not : if they 
haye cure of ſouls, why do they not attend their own charge? if 
they have no cureof ſouls ,” how can they exerciſe any Miniſte- 
rialla&ſceing they have none to exerciſe it upon? no people be- 
ingobliged to attend any but their own Miniſter: yea,all people 
being bound to attend onely their own Vinifter. If you ml 
es | | Vos 
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1 ay,He is your peoples Miniſter;then you myft ſay You are noty 


=< 


bzit ? You chatſay a man ſhould got rob the Church, do you 
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——One people can have but:one Miniſter at a time.” © 
3. Do yot who, are non-reſident expe& tythes by mans Law 


. onlie_ or by Gods? Not by mans Law onfie ; for you have ſaid, 


and muft fay againſt rhe Anabaptiſt, That' they are of Divine 
he ; otherwile they: will ſay, What man bath river, man may 


rj | | 
take awey ; nor muſt you look for *fr by Gods Law, which ne= 
| ver allowed the main:enance of a miniſter to any bur ſuch as 


did the work of the Miniſtry. The Eeabourer, and heonlic, & 
worthy of hus hire. © hab Fey Tm 

' 4- Cannotthe State keep Cnrates as well as you? If this be 
all, may not the Commonwealth alloy Sifaries and Stipends as - 
well as you; and fo remove the byrthen of tythe ?' O Sirs, 'you 
kriow not what to do; when the King, ' Lords and Commons 
obſerve how much tythe goeth to. maintain your pride,” vanitie 
and follie, and how litthe co maintain the ſervice of God; they 
ſay, what need this waſte ? why do we throw away'fo much of 
the Publick Revenue, as amounts to ewo million anda halfe, 
whereas half a million may maincain men to read prayers, and 
do all the dutics of Minifters? A Gentleman hath a Parfonage of 
2001. a yearn his gift; Why. ſaith he, ſhall I part with ſo much 
of my Eſtate ? cannot I give 200r30 . to a Curate as well as 
a Clergie-man ? You will cell him, Sir, you Rob God. He will 
ſay, no morethen you : you know God onlie hath tythes when 
they are employed in his ſervice; and I ſhall allow fo mmch and 
more to Gods ſervice then you do. . Obj. Why ſhould'you be- 
ing a Lay-man, meddle with tythes, which belongs to Gods ſex- 
vice? Anſw. 1do not meddlewith any which belongs to Gods 
ſervice, but with what is abuſed co'mans wantonneſs. Obj.' 7 
am a Clergy-man, Anſw,” So are Thouſands more ; yet none 
hath right to tythe, bur he that performs che dutie enjoined: 
them that receive tythe : tythe is not fo much the maintenance 
of Miniſters perſons. as their wages for their work - but a little © 


* ofthe rythe may ſuffice him who does the wark, as we'may' ob- 


ſerve from what you allow; and reallie donot know by what 
Law of God or man a Cletgie-man may turnhistythe co private 
advantage, any more then a Lay-man.' O Sirs, if you negle& 
your Calling when you have maintenance, what wilt you doif - 
you had none? Oh you that condemne Sacriledge, do you live 
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_ time the Lazie .and che. idle 
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Is it for this the Narion. d'tythes apaintt all oppointions, to 
have a few Readers BT Pe have evra them 
from the FaQious,. to-be ſwallowed up by the Covetous! Oh 
you are men born to undoe your ſelves, to ruine your calling, 
and to tempt a" greedie world: to take. awate af your mainte-. 
nante. Do you read Hiſtorie : (Alas, I am afraid that a ſpirit 


haghgnized your J. Do you obſervewhat was wriaen in Kad. 19. 
a4 


ch. $+ 279. and Chartres de aug. cur. 7. 21; They (che Pricfts) 
grew ſcandalous: <— they neglttted their Cures; they refided 
not pon their Liviggi; ———they went to aud fro for their pleas 
fare ; the people aroſe. up againſt them, the Noblenies withdrew 
their tythe from them ;—— the whole kinglome cryed, No Ser- 
vice, no Maintenance '; ———— Te, the poor people burned the” 

thes, being loath tht unworthy Mmifters ſhould have any benefit 
, them,though loath themſelves to meddls with them. —There- - 
upon it was agreed among the Theves, that there ſhou!d be no 


__ . mai« tenance.given-to Perſons, but-co Churches, which might 


allow them to ſuch perſons as did thera ſervice ; and that none 
i uld live by Church-allowance, butthey. that did Church- 
duties. Seld. ibid. Excerpr. Keert can, 100. In continuance of 
had ingrofled almoſt all. Church- 
preeferments ; then-the 4ithes were alienated and impropriated 
a9 itisat this daie—— whereupan the Clergie awaked' a while, 
and Jolfflwed their bnſinefs diligenclic in K. E4. 6. and the'ber- 
grinning of Q. Ez. Reign... Yei-men are men ſtill : for about the' 
30 of Q_E!. the renmander of Church-livings that had eſcaped 
the Impropriators, was/ingroffed:by a few Pluraliſts aadiNonst 
relidents : infomuch that the* Commons in the Parlianiemt, of 
thac year petitioned the Lords carncſtlie,argued rationallie con- 
cluded peremptorilie againlt theſe miſcarriages, as they. did in 
all. Parliaments until the 22 of K. Ch: when the ſcandal of this 
wurpation was ſo-great.the o#irim fo general, the clamoirifo ub 
natverſal, the juggle of the Non+refidents (in holding tythes un+ 
d:rchepreceace of the Miniſtric for nothing, and in receiving 
million of the National Revenue for nothing e'ſe but that they 
were in Orders) was ſo apparent, thac the whole maintenance 
of Minifters was andengered a} Church-preferment was threat- 
ned. And yo0u'who'fiow-carnort content your ſelveswith hands 


fore 26d honeft coinpererieies; were liks'fo be brought roa- morſel of bread. 


O Sirs, give nut occaſiontothem that ſeeks oecafion:; Ietfthe world fee that du-+ 
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